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THE CHURCH AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 
By Louis W. Moxey, Jr. 


Nineteen hundred years removal from the spirit phe- 
nomena of the Bible, and the men who witnessed them, and 
vouched for their occurrence, is imposing a greater and 
greater strain upon faith, but while this is a truth which few 
would care to deny, the fact remains there has been little or 
no effort made on the part of the Church to relieve this ten- 
sion. 

In discussing the question of the “CHURCH AND 
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH”, I am not called upon to de- 
fend either. Whether the claims of both are true need not 
concern us at present, although I fail to perceive how the 
claim of the psychical researcher can be false and the dogma 
of the Church true. What I shall endeavor to do is to call 
the reader’s attention to the fact, that the spirit phenomena 
found in the Bible and that collected by the English and 
American Societies are identical; further to emphasize the 
fact that the psychical researcher is practically the only 
scientific worker likely to prove the fundamental dogma of 
the Church true, and that such being the case the psychical 
researcher should receive, more than any other scientific 
worker, the support of the Church. 

In approaching the subject in this manner, I can avoid 
defending any view, theological or otherwise, nor need I be 
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concerned as to the interpretation of the experiences re- 
corded in the Bible. I shall also avoid treating the subject 
from the standpoint of “ Spiritualism ’”’ as vulgarly under- 
stood, although I can discover no a priori reasons for accept- 
ing as true certain phenomena of the Bible and rejecting:as 
false similar phenomena of “Spiritualism”. I pursue this 
method of treating the subject however, so as to eliminate 
at the start any consideration of physical phenomena, a 
large number of which appear in the old Testament. Neither 
do I wish to be understood as assuming that the Church* is 
antagonistic to Psychical Research although I have never 
been able to discover that it looked upon the work in any 
too friendly a manner, which seems exceedingly strange 
when one bears in mind the fact, that the Christian Religion 
was founded primarily on a psychical phenomenon, which if 
false undermines, according to the Apostle Paul, the entire 
“ Christian Faith ”’.+ 

As I previously said, the Old ‘Testament records will be 
practically eliminated. There is however one instance which 
I desire to call to the attention of the reader, as it is a good 
example of a phenomenon often met with in psychical re- 
search work. It is recorded in the first book of Samuel, 
28th chapter, verses 7-21, where Saul is described as hold- 
ing an interview with the Spirit of Samuel at which 
time the death of Saul and his sons, together with the 
destruction of the army of Israel is prophesied. Be- 
side this case there are numerous others and the ma- 
gicians, soothsayers, fortune tellers and enchanters of 
the Old Testament correspond exactly with the medi- 
ums of modern spiritualism. That spiritistic practices 
were undoubtedly well known to the ancient Jews can be 
concluded from numerous passages in the books of the Pen- 


* When I use the word “Church” I have in mind the Protestant 
Church. The Romanish Church, while admitting the reality of spiritistic 
phenomena, forbids her members to take any part in their production. 
See Editorial “The Catholic Church and Psychical Research” in Journal 
of the American Society for Psychical Research, Vol. I, pages 394-97. 


+ The readers’ attention is called to the 15th chapter of Ist Corinthi- 
ans, here the importance of Jesus’ resurrection being a fact is dwelt upon 
by the Apostle. 
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tateuch beside those of Ist and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Sam- 
uel, Isaiah and Daniel. 

Psychical research work embraces the subjects of Appari- 
tions, Telepathy, Clairvoyance, Premonitions, Mediumistic 
Phenomena, Visions of the Dying, Coincidences, Illusions, 
Hallucinations and all residual phenomena that tend to il- 
lustrate obscure mental processes and in considering the 
psychical phenomena of the New Testament a large number 
of the above subjects are met with. 

In the life of Jesus as recorded by Matthew we find for 
example the following—the prophesy of the recovery of 
health of the centurion’s servant, 8th chapter, verses 5-13; 
the Transfiguration, 17th chapter, verses 1-3; the denial of 
Peter and the crowing of the cock, 26th chapter, verses 33-35* 
beside numerous other phenomena which can be classed 
psychical, such as the healing of the sick and the casting out 
of demons, the latter being quite a usual phenomenon 
met with at the Salpetriere and at present is receiving con- 
siderable attention by a number of Psychiatrists such as 
Janet of France, Bramwell of England and Prince and Sidis 
of America. 

In Mark the 10th chapter, verses 32-34, we find the proph- 
esy of Jesus as to his trial, death and resurrection. The 
nature of the appearance of Jesus to his disciples after his 
death I will dwell upon later, more in detail. 

In Luke the 2d chapter, verses 36-39, a short account is 
given by one—Anna a prophetess. In this instance the 
author of Luke tells us the tribe she was a member of, that 
she was a faithful attendant at the temple and when he calls 
her a prophetess it is to be presupposed that she has either 
demonstrated to him or to others her mediumistic power. 

There is one point I desire to call to the attention of the 
reader which is applicable not only to the verses above but 
to those which are to follow—viz.—their authenticity. It 
is hard to say what may or may not be authentic when the 
work of the scholars like Pfleiderer. Harnack, Loisy and 


* The reader will note no classification of these phenomena has been 
attempted, as this is wholly beyond the scope of the paper. 
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others is completed, but whatever the result may be, it 
would not effect my argument as the Church’s early faith 
rested upon the genuine as well as the spurious passages. 

In Acts the 9th chapter, verses 3-5, we find the record of 
Paul’s experience on the road to Damascus. ‘The conver- 
sion of Paul here recorded has been the subject of endless 
discussion, lasting in modern times from that of Lord Lytle- 
ton to John Fiske; a satisfactory theory, taking in all the 
facts, is still missing—unless one accepts a theory built upon 
the knowledge gained by the study of obscure mental proc- 
esses.* In Acts the 10th chapter verses 9-16 we have re- 
corded the experiences of Peter on the house top. The 
apostle is here described as falling into a trance and seeing 
as it were a sheet let down from heaven containing all man- 
ner of beasts, fowls and creeping things, with the command 
to kill and eat. The going into a trance as did the apostle 
Peter is the same process followed by the psychological me- 
dium before any phenomena is possible. Then again we 
find believers sending relief by the hands of many as well as 
by the hands of Barnabas and Paul to those stricken by 
famine, which event was prophesied by certain persons who 
came down from Jerusalem to Antioch as recorded in the 
11th chapter of Acts, verses 27-30. In Acts the 21st chapter, 
verses 10-14, we find a prophet tells Paul that should he per- 
sist in going up to Jerusalem he would surely be arrested, 
which subsequently was the truth but what is to be especially 
noted in this instance is the fact that the author of Acts (a 
companion of Paul and supposed to be the author of Luke) 
was not only acquainted with another person possessing 
mediumistic power, but believed in the reliability of the per- 
son’s prophesy to such an extent, that he and others en- 
deavored to prevail upon Paul not to go to Jerusalem.t 





*I do not mean to infer that this phenomenon was necessarily a sub- 
jective hallucination. It might have been a veridical one, having the 
same extra-organic significance that it was supposed to have as physical 
phenomenon. 

+ (True) Premonitions similar to the one above are a frequent occur- 
rence in psychical research work. ) 

tActs 21-22 “and when we heard these things both we and they of 
that place besought him (Paul) not to go up to Jerusalem.” 
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There is one objection to Psychical Research work that 
might be urged by the Church which I will pause to consider, 
and that is (to use the words of one) that “ Spiritualism * is 
a blast from hell”, but while it merits little consideration f 
[ will answer this objection from the Church’s premise viz :— 
that “God in Biblical times used intermediaries from the 
spirit world”, and ask if this was true then, why is it not 
true now? Has God changed? Does not the Church as- 
sert that it is supreme faith to believe in the unchangeability 
and goodness of God. If then this method of communica- 
tion was not unworthy of God two thousand years ago, is the 
Church quite sure that it is now? Are we not commanded 
“to try the spirits’’; why try them if they were all bad? 
“ Beloved ’’, says John, “ believe not every spirit ’’— that im- 
plies that there are some to be believed and some that are 
not to be believed; “ but try the spirits, whether they are of 
God”. ‘That God uses intermediaries to carry on His work 
between the spirit world and this world would be in accord- 
ance with the way He does His work on earth. God, if 
spirit communication is true, might be only refining, exalting 
His earth methods, known to us all.— It has been said that 
Galileo contended that the world moves from the West to 
the East, but Darwin demonstrated that it moves from down 
to up. 

But to proceed to more of Paul's experiences. Paul like 
Peter went into trances, one instance of which you will find 
recorded in the 22d chapter of Acts, verses 17-21. Then 
again we have Paul’s vision of an angel while on a voyage 
as recorded in the 27th chapter of Acts, verses 23-24; also the 
record of another vision in 2d Corinthians, the 12th chapter, 
verses 1-5, which latter one evidently was a source of great 
comfort to Paul. In fact the truth which I am here endeav- 


* Spiritualism correctly speaking is not a religion. 

t What immediately follows is a compendium of pages 66-68 of Dr. 
Funk’s book “ The Widow’s mite and other psychic phenomena.” 

tI am not defending mediumistic investigations for the sake of sat- 
isfying man’s morbid curiosity, but for the sake of scientifically ascertain- 
ing whether the facts are as represented. 
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oring to bring to the readers attention is that the Apostles 
were not ignorant of the phenomena which our psychical 
societies are investigating, nor did they treat it with con- 
tempt, but rather placed considerable confidence in the same, 
their actual opinion of the phenomena being expressed in the 
words of Paul as recorded in I. Corinthians, 12th chapter, 
verses 4-11 which I will quote in full—** Now there are diver- 
sities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are diversities 
of ministrations, and the same Lord. And there are diver- 
sities of workings, but the same God, who worketh all things 
in all. But to each one is given the manifestations of the 
Spirit to profit withal. For to one is given through the 
Spirit the word of wisdom; and to another the word of 
knowledge, according to the same Spirit; to another faith 
in the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healings, in the 
one Spirit; and to another workings of miracles; and to 
another prophesy; and to another discernings of the spirits; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; and to another the in-. 
terpretation of tongues; but all these worketh the one and 
the same Spirit dividing to each one severally as he will”. 
The criticism of the scientific theologian in regard to the 
authenticity of parts of the Synoptic Gospels, cannot be ap- 
plied to the Pauline documents. Prof. Gardner whose stand- 
ing as a scholar can hardly be questioned, in the introduction 
of his recent book—“‘ The Religious Experiences of St. 
Paul’, says ““we may not venture to cast aside extreme 
timidity, and read the letters of Paul as we read those of 
Cicero’, “and we must after all, go back to these Epistles, 
not only as being the earliest in date of all the documents 
of Christianity (this is almost beyond dispute) but as being 
the safest basis for tracing the history of the Church after 
the departure of the Founder and even as throwing back 
light upon the conditions amidst which Christianity arose ” 
But to go back to the nature of Jesus reappearance to his 
disciples. The mythical theory of Strauss has ceased to carry 
any weight. The vision hypothesis alone remains intact 
being strengthened every day by the result obtained in the 
study of abnormal mental conditions, although the question 
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still remains—was the apparition of Jesus a subjective or 
veridical one? ‘The vision hypothesis however has been re- 
jected by the Church for the very good reason that it holds 
to a physical resurrection and in its early history it stopped 
watching for facts and indulged in philosophical illusions; 
instead of searching for positive evidence it was contented 
with negative ones; instead of appealing to the intellect* 
it appealed to the emotions with the result that scepticism 
soon wrought havoc. It failed to see that if the vision 
hypothesis could be confirmed in numerous other cases and 
under satisfactory conditions, a strong presumption would 
be raised as to the apparition of Jesus being a veridical one— 
viz:—produced by stimuli external or extra-organic. Why 
the Church has made no effort to confirm the facts it already 
has in its possession, or for that matter, why even man has 
not applied, to the problem which most profoundly concerns 
him, the same methods of inquiry which he uses in attacking 
all other problems he has found the most efficacious, is past 
my comprehension. 

The psychical researcher is the only person who has taken 
up the problem in a scientific manner. He assumes that 
if a spiritual world exists, and if that world has at any epoch 
been manifest, or even discoverable, then it ought to be mani- 
fest or discoverable now. He starts out to first discover if 
there is such a thing as a supersensible reality with the possi- 
bility that consciousness survives death, and then proceeds to 
find evidence which would make survival of personal con- 
sciousness an imperative hypothesis. 

The first problem which the psychical researcher took up 
and proved was that of “thought reading” afterwards 
termed “telepathy ” + which has been defined as the “ com- 
munication of impressions of any kind from one mind to 
another independently of the recognized channels of sense ” 


~ 


*1 do not altogether agree with writers like Mr. H. W. Garrod, the 
author of “ The Religion of all Good Men”, that the difficulty in accepting 
Christianity is moral and not intellectual: There are moral difficulties of 
course, but these are not unsurmountable. 


t Telepathy is the name for an observed order of facts, but not the 
cause of them. 
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The results may be far reaching for if living mind can trans- 
fer its thoughts to another living mind without the use of 
physical means or of sensory impressions a discarnate mind 
might do the same. 

The second problem which was attacked was that of 
“apparitions’’. Here the process was much slower, as no 
consideration could be given to a phenomenon when the re- 
cipient was known to be in an abnormal mental condition. 
The best results were obtained in collecting as many records 
as were possible of apparitions of persons in or about the 
crisis of death and of persons some time deceased. After 
years of work, a committee of the English Society who had 
carefully gone over the data announced its conviction in the 
following language :— “ Between deaths and apparitions of 
the dying person a connection exists which is not due to 
chance. ‘This we hold as a proved fact ”’. * 

The third problem which the society took up was “ Me- 
diumistic Phenomena ”, in the hope of establishing communi- 
cation with discarnate consciousness for in the absence “ of 
such evidence as that which might be supplied by communi- 
cation there is no conclusive evidence that there is any soul 
at all, for the materialistic theory accounts quite naturally, 
and furnished very forcible evidence, that consciousness is a 
function of the physical organism, and that theory has to be 
accepted if all the evidence is on its affirmative, and none on 
the negative side that offsets it, no matter whether we re- 
gard this materialistic theory as proved or not ”. 

The work in this direction has been exceedingly difficult 
as the influence of secondary personality has to be taken into 
consideration, and all fraud, chance coincidence, and the like 
eliminated. The discarnate personality must be in an 
isolated condition, and the facts given through mediumistic 
or other sources must represent supernormal knowledge, or 
illustrate and prove the personal identity of the person rep- 
resented as communicating to be of value as evidence. 

That the problem of a future life will finally be solved I 





*The psychical researcher has proven beyond dispute that appari- 
tions correctly speaking do occur. Whether the phenomena are the result 
of a disordered brain or of external agencies is the problem to be solved. 
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have no doubts and as far as one dare prophesy I believe it 
will be decided by the psychical researcher.* Whether the 
Church will support the work remains to be seen. That 
serious discussing of the Resurrection as described in the 
New Testament has almost passed out of notice even in the 
field of theology, is a deplorable fact, though nothing can be 
clearer in the Biblical literature of the past than the import- 
ance and central place occupied by the Resurrection. 

Dogma after dogma of the Church has been destroyed. 
The German scholars have shown that a large portion of the 
Church’s dogma arose from much earlier records than the 
Bible. ‘The study of comparative religions by theologians 
like Tiele, trace the similarity of many of the wrold’s religions 
during the early stages of their development. The fall of 
man, upon which a greater portion of dogma rests, is more 
than likely of Zoroastrian origin, and the story of creation as 
told in Genesis has been replaced by the evolutionary theory, 
but the belief in a future life based upon evidence would give 
the Church a weapon of inestimable value when dealing with 
ethical maxims.f 

The Church by its dealings in the past has divorced the 
intellectual man from her folds. ‘The intellectual man in one 
sense or another governs us. If he is associated with a 
religious and ethical view of the cosmos he inspires law and 
custom with his ideas. The intellectual man, in the absence 
of evidence however, has become a materialist. The effect 
on the poor man, has been that he has ceased to cultivate 
any spiritual ideals, refusing to put off the indemnity f for 


* Had the psychical researcher received anywhere near the support 
that the other ridiculous efforts of men have (such as converting the 
world in a year, etc.), much greater progress might have been made. 

ft While some of the orthodox clergy have shown a tendency to study 
some psychological phenomena it would seem it was with the idea (in 
the light of some recent publications) of getting the subconscious mind 
into doing duty as an apologist for some particular dogma which they 
believe essential to Christianity. The Heterodox on the other hand have 
shown little interest in the matter, rejecting the resurrection of Jesus and 
transforming their Easter service into a ritual of Mithras Sunday. 

t Labor unions and socialism can be traced to this effect. It is also 


to be noticed how many of the clergy are out and out socialists, who at 
the root are nothing more or less than materialists. 
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what is refused him here, to another world for which there 
is no evidence. 

The results of psychical research work on the other hand 
has vindicated the faith of its founders.* Whether the 
Church will seize the opportunity presented by this science 
to recuperate its losses, remains to be seen, but in the words 
of Myers one thing is certain, “ what the age needs is not an 
abandonment of effort but an increase; the time is ripe for a 
study of unseen things as strenuous and sincere as that which 
Science has made familiar for the problems of earth. For 
now the scientific instinct,—so newly developed in mankind 
—seems likely to spread until it becomes as dominant as was 
in time past the religious; and if there be the narrowest chink 
through which man can look forth from his planetary cage, 
our descendants will not leave that chink neglected or un- 
widened. The scheme of knowledge which can commend 
itself to such seekers must be a scheme which, while it trans- 
cends our present knowledge steadily continues it; a scheme 
not catastrophic, but evolutionary; not promulgated and 
closed in a moment, but gradually unfolding itself to pro- 
gressive inquiry. 

“It may be for some generations to come that the truest 
faith will lie in the patient attempt to unravel from confused 
phenomena some trace of the supernal world ;—to find at last 


the ‘ substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen *.” 


* One of its founders, the late F. W. H. Myers, in his book on the 
“ Survival of Personality ” says—“‘ I venture now on a bold saying; for I 
predict that in consequence of the new evidence, all reasonable men a 
century hence will believe the Resurrection of Christ, whereas, in default 


of the new evidence no reasonable man, a century hence would have be- 
lieved it.” 
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SOME INSTANCES OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA IN 
CHILDREN. 


By James H. Hyslop. 


The following cases are those of very young children. 
The first two could neither read nor write when the phe- 
nomena occurred. ‘The third could not read or write when 
they began, but was commencing to learn to write normally 
when I experimented with him. The explanation of the 
facts is not important: the record of them is. 


First Case. 
Planchette Writing. 


This case is a son of one of the well known Professors in 
a Scottish University and for that reason I have been asked 
to withhold the names. I got the incident from the father 
and mother personally, after having had my attention called 
to it by a friend. The father is a scientific man of European 
standing and, as the record will show, certifies the truth of 
the facts. The mother is not less intelligent and offers no 
explanation of the phenomena. The following is the account 
signed by both and by the friend present. 


April 9th, 1911. 

One evening in the late autumn of 1888, when Professor E. B. 
Tylor of Oxford, the first Gifford Lecturer at University, 
was delivering his first course of lectures, he and Mrs. Tylor 
came to dine with us. In connection with some conversation 
which I had had with the Professor I had procured a “ plan- 
chette ”’ to show him. Iam under the impression that he had not 
seen one before. My husband, my sister (Miss H. E. M ) and 
I were in the drawing room awaiting our guests, and my oldest 
boy, then three years old—he was born in October 1885—was 
playing beside us. My husband sat by the fire reading a large 
volume which he had just brought in from the college library, 
and which neither my sister nor I had seen before, and of the 
contents and even the title of which we were both entirely ig- 
norant. We were at a distance from him discussing “ plan- 
chette ”, with which we were familiar and with which we had 
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experimented before, tho not for some years. On these occasions 
it had been responsive to my sister’s touch but not to mine. It 
occurred to us to try whether it would write for the little boy, 
who at that time did not even know the letters of the alphabet. 
As a matter of fact he did not begin to learn them till several 
years later. Before saying anything to the child we arranged to 
ask him three questions, as simple as possible, such as a baby 
of that age could understand. 

(1) What is your name? 

The answer to this question in our minds was “ Boysie ”, the 
pet name by which he was always called. 

(2) What is the name of the man who lectures? 

The answer to this in our minds was “ Professor ‘T'ylor ”. 

(3) What book is Daddie reading? 

The answer to this neither my sister nor I knew. 

Having arranged our questions, we placed “ planchette”’ on a 
sheet of paper on a small table, so that the little boy, while stand- 
ing could just place his hands, slightly raised, upon it. My sis- 
ter stood behind him with the tips of her fingers resting very 
lightly on his shoulders. I stood facing him, at the opposite side 
of the table, but not in contact with it. The first question was 
put and “ planchette ” immediately wrote in a neat, small “ copy- 
book” hand, “ Andrew Mitchell R ”, the boy’s real name, 
not the pet name we had in our minds. ‘To the second question 
the answer came as promptly “ Professor R ”, not, again, the 
answer we expected. To the third question the answer was 
equally prompt, but the point of the pencil had become blunted 
and the writing was very faint. We could only see that it was, 
apparently, a somewhat lengthy title. We therefore removed the 
pencil and sharpened the point and put the question a second 
time. This time the answer was quite clear and in the same neat 
hand as the others, “ Atheneum Paper”. On re-examining the 
faint writing we were able to see that it was the same. I then 
inquired of my husband what book he was reading and he replied 
that it was a bound volume of “ The Atheneum ”’, which he had 
brought in order to look up some old reference. It was the first 
(and I think the last) time he ever had such a volume in the 
house, and neither my sister nor I nor the child had ever seen one 
before. Altho my husband took no active part in the experiment. 
he was observing all that was done and vouches for the accuracy 
of this account of it, which I have written at the request of my 
friend Miss Henrietta O. Jones. We did not continue the ex- 
periment, as I feared it might be harmful to the boy, who by this 
time was beginning to look dreamy and absent-minded. 

When the incident was related to Professor Tylor he declared 
that my sister must have moved the boy’s hands while she had 
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her fingers on his shoulders—which is, of course, an absurdity. 
We saw and know, but do not pretend to explain, what took 
place. 


A. M. Rim, 
H. E. M@—— 


Read and confirmed. 


W. M. R——. 


I made inquiries regarding the distance the experimenters 
were from Professor R and their exact relation to him. 
The replies with diagrams were to the effect that Professor 
R was five yards distant, Miss M. had her back to him, 
between him and the child. Mrs. R stood facing him, 
as he sat by the grate reading the book with the back of it 
toward the experimenters. ‘The boy evidently could not see 
his father as Miss M was in the way and the father was 
at his right. Mrs. R adds that Miss M simply had 
her finger tips on the boy’s shoulders. ‘The book was bound 
in boards and was of the size of “the American Sunday 
School Times” and had the outward appearance of a paper. 
Neither Mrs. R , nor Miss M nor the boy had ever 
seen it before or touched it. 

Of course, the first explanation that would suggest itself 
was the one that Professor Tylor mentioned, but he seems not 
to have attempted to prove that one could do the writing in 
that way. Ifthe fingers or hands had been on the arm. hold- 
ing it in the proper way, the planchette might have been 
moved unconsciously to write, but if we accept the statement 
that Miss M had only her finger tips on the shoulders of 
the child it will not seem easy to account for the writing in 
that manner. Especially it would not seem rational for the 
mind to write names not intended and not in the mind and 
especially a fact which the ladies did not know. It is not 
necessary to have an explanation. If the facts are correctly 
reported it is not easy to offer a normal explanation, and 
there is no evidence that they are incorrectly reported. Such 
theories as Professor Tylor’s need verification as much as 
any others and are not to be made without offering proof. 





























Second Case. 
The following case is that of a child of a respectable 
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English family long resident in this country. As usual it is 
necessary to suppress names. I learned the facts casually in 
conversation with the father and mother. This too was 
automatic writing with the planchette. The original writing 
was not kept, as the parents did not recognize its scientific 
value, tho perfectly aware of its significance as coming from 
a child that could not read or write. Besides there was no 
person or place to serve as a means of preservation, so far as 
they knew. Hence all that we have is the general account of 
what happened. ‘The following is the narrative written in 
response to my request. 


March 12th, 1911. 
Professor Hyslop: 
Dear Sir: 

About my little girl Florence before she could read or write, 
planchette would answer any question I asked, as soon as she 
put her hands on it, and the spelling was always correct, and 
generally the writing was much plainer than when we grown 
people worked it. Our writing is always done under the name 
of “Stanford White”. One day when Florence was playing 
with planchette I said: “ Ask Mr. White whom he likes best in 
this home?” and it wrote “ Tuddy ”, my nickname with the chil- 
dren. I asked “Why?” Mr. White wrote “ because so good ”’. 
Very complimentary to me! This was before Florence could 
read or write. 

Sincerely yours, 
S S M 





I made inquiries regarding the amount of her automatic 
writing, her age, how it originated, how soon after death of 
Stanford White, whether she wrote before his death, and any 
reason for his appearance. The reply was as follows: 


March 20th, 1911. 
My dear Dr. Hyslop: 
Thanks for your letter of the 17th. Will answer the ques- 
tions you ask as clearly as I can remember the circumstances. 
Florence wrote a great deal. Many questions she would ask 
herself and we would have to read the answers for her. She had 
just begun to go to school, but hardly knew her letters and could 
not possibly read writing. She would write at any time we asked 
her, or whenever she felt like playing with planchette. I could 
not estimate how much writing she did, but it was a good deal. 
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She was seven and a half years old when she first com- 
menced writing. She began writing with planchette just as we 
elders did, for fun, after 1 found it worked so readily for her. I 
did not encourage her using it very often, as I did not know what 
effect it might have on so young a child, and for the past year I 
do not think she wrote at all. Not long ago she tried again and 
it wrote as readily as before. 

The girls got planchette for a Christmas present in 1908. At 
first it would not write for any of us, but finally began and at 
once said he was Stanford White. Sometimes when we write 
some one else will answer and say: “ Mr. White has gone away ”, 
generally to France. Then in a little while he comes back, and 
tells us where he has been. 

Florence never did any planchette writing until we had ours 
and it has rarely written under any other name. 

I met Stanford White only once. He came to lunch with us 
while down here on Mr. C ’s business. But Mr. M knew 
him quite well. He commenced writing for us, as I have said, 
in Dec., 1908, immediately after we got planchette and has 
written for us ever since. 

One night we were writing when Mr. C was here. The 
expressions used were identically the same that Stanford White 
used when alive. Of course we were perfectly unconscious of it, 
but Mr. C was much struck by it and told us how remarkable 
he thought it was. He was writing for Isabel, my eldest daugh- 
ter, and me at the time. I hope this is the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ss—-— S-— M——. 














The important fact in this case is not the purported com- 
municator or control, but the fact that a child wrote auto- 
matically intelligent statements tho normally she could not 
read or write. It is merely interesting that the control 
claimed to be a man once met by the family and more or less 
recently deceased. ‘The identity of Stanford White should 
have been investigated while the opportunity offered, and it 
seems that certain features of the writing indicated this to 
Mr. C as well as to the M family. But as no records 
were kept we have no assurance that the recognition was un- 
influenced by preconceptions and misinterpretations of the 
contents. There remains, however, the fact of automatic 
writing which cannot be explained by normal education and 
experience. 
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Third Case. 

The father of the following case first wrote me from 
Mexico regarding it, sending a paper which contained an 
official report of some experiments with the child. I made 
inquiries and received some corroborative statements regard- 
ing the facts. Finally the father stopped in New York while 
on his way to Europe with the child and permitted me to ex- 
periment with the boy briefly. Unfortunately I was not in 
the city when the father called and he was sailing for Europe 
the next day after I had the first opportunity to see the child. 
In his correspondence and personal conversation with me the 
father showed that he was not a believer in spirits but 
thought the boy’s work was wholly a subliminal product. 
There was nothing in his mental attitude that would pre- 
judice his judgment before sceptics of a spiritistic theory. 
He did not believe in this interpretation of the facts. The 
following represents the material in the order in which it 
came to me and then comes the record of my own experi- 
ments. I have had it translated from the original Spanish by 


a competent student of that language and hence give it in 
English. 


San Juan Bautista, Tabasco, Mexico, 
March 26th, 1910. 
My distinguished Sir: 

Your name being known not only through your general rep- 
utation but more especially on account of your interest of every 
kind of psychical investigation and desiring on my part to co- 
operate, even though in a modest degree, in the advancement 
of so transcendental a branch of science, I am pleased to state 
that by separate post I am sending to you a copy of “ El Correo 
de Tabasco” in which is given a detailed account of the rare 
faculty discovered by chance and recently in one of my sons, a 
child of six years of age. 

Altho the sending of this periodical relieves me from entering 
into details, nevertheless I shall gladly furnish you with whatever 
other fact you may desire to know out of those that I have accu- 
mulated, being particular in this the sole means by which I 
can lend my humble co-operation to that which is alluded to 
above. 

If deemed necessary I shall send through diplomatic channels 
a sworn copy of the account of what occurred in the presence 
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of certain designated persons in this city registering the feats 
for reference. 


Respectfully, 
V. M. Mantilla. 


|The following is a translation of the original affidavits 


made by the several parties named and mentioned in the cor- 
respondence of Senor Vi 





Documento Importante. 


For the purpose of completing the reports which the press 
of this city and of the capital of the Republic have been pub- 
lishing in regard to the rare phenomenon of “ cronomancia ” 
observed in a child of six years, Miguel Alberto Mantilla, son of 
our distinguished friend, Don Victor M. Mantilla. Various dis- 
tinguished gentlemen have advised us as to the advantage of 
giving publicity to the following copy faithfully set down, of 
the testimony given before the Notary Public, Senor Lic. Jose 
Calderon, which contains a formal statement of the occurrence, 
in order to prove the facts which are therein detailed, which 
took place on February 3rd last. 

Number 55. 

In the city of San Juan Bautista, Capital of the State of 
Tabasco, United States of Mexico, at 8 o’clock in the morning of 
the 4th day of March, 1910, before me, Jose Ventura Calderon, 
Notary Public of the States of Chipas and Tabasco, residing in 
this city, with a commission of authority corresponding to the 
Central Judicial Department, accompanied by the witnesses con- 
cerned as will be later explained, appeared Senors Victor Manuel 
Mantilla, a Spanish gentlemen, 36 years of age, a director of 
the Board of the National Bank of Mexico, residing in this city, 
Thomas G. Pellicer, fifty years of age, married, a surgeon of the 
Faculty of Mexico, Juan Graham Casasus, 39 years of age, 
married, a surgeon of the Faculty of Mexico, Andres Iduarte, 36 
vears of age, married, advocate and judge of the district in the 
State, Theodore Abaunza, 45 years of age, widower, director of 
the Bank of Tabasco, and Francisco Pellicer, 53 years of age, 
married and advocate, all these gentlemen presenting themselves 
in legal capacity and in full enjoyment of their civil rights, I, 
the notary not knowing anything to the contrary, conscious of 
their personal obligation in what they do, with the exception of 
Don Victor Manuel Mantilla, in charge of the Vice-Consul, and 
the licentiate Don Andres Iduarte through his federal employ- 
ment, whom I know and trust and they say: 

That Don Victor Manuel Mantilla solicited from the Court 
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of First Instance of the Center the protocolization specified in 
an office which is as follows to the letter: 

A seal which declares. Civil Court of the First Instance, 
Central Department, Tabasco, No. 760. In an affair relative to 
the matters of voluntary jurisdiction advanced by Senor Victor 
Manuel Mantilla soliciting the formal recording of an occurrence 
there has been provided a warrant of the following tenor: 


San Juan Bautista, February 23, 1910. 

Presented himself Senor Victor Manuel Mantilla, a resident 
of this city, soliciting the formal recording of the document 
which accompanies, for his own proper reasons, as set forth in 
the petition, commissioning for the purpose the Notary Public, 
Jose Ventura Calderon, to whose care would be entrusted that 
original document in order that he may lay before anyone inter- 
ested the evidence in case it is requested. Bear witness: Hidalgo 
Estrada; Raul Moheno. Firmas. (A flourish of the pen under 
the name of each subscriber which is necessary to make a signa- 
ture valid in Spanish law). 

With a view of obtaining one’s approval of what is befitting 
in the written warrant the original account accompanies it on a 
separate sheet useful for reference. Liberty and Constitution. 
San Juan Bautista, Feb. 28, 1910. The judge of the Civil Court 
and Hda., T. Hidalgo Estrada. Firma. 

To the Notary Public, Lic. Jose Ventura Calderon, party. 
In accord with the notary’s office witnessed that under the num- 
ber 35 is recorded an appendix to this protocol. That according 
to article 54 of the notarial law, at their request and by a pre- 
vious judicial mandate, the six witnesses appearing swore to 
this formal statement under the following clauses:. 

First. The occurrence ordered to be recorded is stated ex- 
actly as follows: A coat of arms or emblem of fifty cents is 
legally cancelled. At the margin a seal which states: Court 
of First Instance Civil, Central Department, Tabasco. “In the 
city of San Juan Bautista of Tabasco (United States of Mexico) 
on the 3rd of February, 1910, we, the following witnesses have 
set our hands and seals. 

That the child Miguel Alberto Mantilla, born in this city 
on the 30th of January, 1904, son of Senor don Victor Manuel 
Mantilla, a native of Valladolid, Spain, Director of the board of 
the National Bank and in charge of the Spanish Vice-Consul 
in this city, and of his wife, Adelina Molina Mantilla, a native of 
Matanzas, Cuba, possesses the rare and surprising faculty of 
resolving as quickly as he is asked and with entire precision 
without waiting to make mental calculations and to all appear- 
ance without any effort, the questions indicated below: 

What days of the week coincide with the date of a known 
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month and year? What dates of a month correspond to a day 
and year determined upon? What years will have, in a month 
indicated, a certain date which coincides with any given day of 
the week? This alike in regard to years past as well as those 
in future taking into account leap years. He has been asked re- 
peatedly on what date falls, for example, the second Sunday of 
a month and year indicated? In what year will there be a month, 
having a given day of the week with the date indicated, for 
example, What day will the 17th of a given month and year be? 
All of which he answers with accuracy and without showing 
doubt or hesitation. Of all this we have made repeated proofs 
both in groups and singly, and we have always obtained the same 
results. 

Wherefore, considering that the phenomena in question ap- 
pears to be effected by means beyond the normal and ordinary 
and in such view of it is worthy of diligent and conscientious 
study by men of science, we have established the present record 
with the assurance that it will be serviceable to the cause of 
truth, sealing it with a ring in order that it may not be changed. 

T. G. Pellicer, Director of the General Hospital; Andres 
Iduarte, Judge of the District, Professor of Psychology; J. C. 
Santa-Anna, Advocate and Deputy; Dr. T. Salazar R., Deputy; 
Juan Graham Casasus, Doctor of Law; Teofilo Bernardo, Mer- 
chant; Alferdo Galindo, Accountant; Francisco Posada, Mer- 
chant; Jose Gurdiel, Professor of Pedagogy; Jose M. Hernan- 
dez Cepeda, Merchant; L. Graham C., Magistrate of the Supreme 
Tribunal of Justice; Juan Graham Ponz; Teodoro Abaunza, 
Director of the Bank of Tabasco, S. A.; R. Becerra Fabre, Ad- 
vocate; Esteban S. Herrero, Merchant; Arcadio Zentella, Direc- 
tor General of Public Instruction; Manuel D. Prieto, Major 
Official in charge of the General Secretaryship of the Governor ; 
Mariano Olivera, Deputy; Juan Becerra Cortes, Merchant; Ar- 
cadio Zentella S., Druggist; F. Pellicer, Advocate; Roman Ro- 
mano, Jr., Director of the Light and Water Companies; C. M. 
Maldonado, Professor of History of the Institute of Jaurez and 
of English in the Spanish Institute of Tabasco; David F. Espana, 
Professor of Piano; Jose Carranza Silva, Dentist. Firmas. In 
accordance with the document witnessed that under the number 
36 stands an appendix to this protocol. 

Second. The Senor Doctors don Tomas G. Pellicer and don 
Juan Graham Casasus, the licentiate don Andres Iduarte, don 
Teodoro Abaunza and the licentiate don Francisco Pellicer, by 
way of explanation of that which is stated in the record in which 
is embodied the preceding clause, declare. That on asking the 
child Miguel Alberto Mantilla and Molina, in the form expressed, 
the questioners did not know the day nor dates involved and only 
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after examining the almanacs did they determine the accuracy 
of the reply; a proceeding which can in no way be regarded as 
a phenomenon of suggestion or thought transmission. So they 
declare, swear and seal, as the record was read to them, of which 
are qualified witnesses, the senores Juan Vidal Sanchez and Juan 
Perez, 62 and 32 years of age respectively, the former married, 
the latter unmarried, both merchants of this city, and legally 
capacitated, whom I know and trust, of all that which has taken 
place in my presence and of the closing of this record at 12 o’clock 
in the morning of the same day in which it was begun, I, the 
Notary, administer the oath. V. M. Mantilla; T. Abaunza; F. 
Pellicer; T. G. Pellicer; Andres Iduarte; Juan Graham Casasus ; 
J. Vidal Sanchez; Jaun Perez. Before me, J. Ventura Calderon. 
Firmas. The seal which declares: Lic. Jose Ventura Calderon, 
Notary Public, Republic of Mexico, Tabasco. 

I give my pledge that this first copy is faithfully drawn 
irom the original protocol in my possession. And at the petition 
of don Victor Manuel Mantilla I deliver the present copy in 
these two sheets, prefaced and sealed conformably with the law 
and the seal, name and firma in the proper place, on the 4th day 
of the same month and year in which I took the oath of office. 

J. Ventura Calderon. Firma. 


[The following is a reply to inquiries and all answers 
explain themselves except the 4th and this is made clear in 
the supplementary statement at the end.—Editor. ] 


San Juan Bautista, May 20th, 1910. 
Senor James H. Hyslop, 


President of the American Society for Psychic Investigations, 
New York. 

Very distinguished Sir: 

It is a very great pleasure to me to refer to your kind letter of 
the 6th of this month. 

I note with pleasure, in view of the fact that you are so 
prominent and intellectual a person, that you are interested in 
the knowledge of the rare faculty with which my son Miguel 
Alberto is endowed. And in compliance with your desires in this 
particular, I pass on to give a complete reply to each one of 
your questions without presuming to add on my own part any 
other data or consideration than that which, in my opinion, may 
serve for the study of the case referred to. 

I. The child was born in this city on January 30, 1904. 
Therefore, he is 6 years, 3 months and 20 days old. 

II. I discovered his “ Time mania” on the night of Febru- 
ary Ist, that is, two days after he was six vears old. 
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III. Never has the child been able to give a satisfactory 
explanation of how he discovered or acquired the faculty which 
he possesses, nor of the means which he employs to determine 
what days of the week coincide with a given date of the month 
and year, or vice versa. To my questions on this point at first 
he almost always gave definite answers. The first time he said 
in a vague and indefinite manner that he saw the months pass- 
ing in a black ball which flitted about. In a little while he cor- 
rected this, saying that he did not see such a ball; later, in 
order to further rectify the statement, after suggesting that 
his respoases might be the result of a calculation, he said that 
he was too young to be able to explain it; that he would do so 
when he became seven years old. For the past two months he 
has invariably replied: Do not ask me how I do it, because I do 
not know. 

IV. I reply that no one has ever suggested anything that 
could have the least relation to his faculty, either in the form 
you indicate or in any other of the kind. 

V. The child having been born with a Seine: foot, which 
is causing an enlargement of his right leg, I have concerned my- 
self until now solely with his physical development and have 
deferred until later his intellectual training. Only for two 
months of the past year he attended for two hours daily a school 
for children whose teachers had special instructions not to teach 
him anything. Nevertheless he has known how to read moder- 
ately since he was five years old, because after copying with a 
typewriter the titles of periodicals and other imprints of that 
kind, he was accustomed to ask what it meant. He knew then 
how to write imperfectly before he knew how to read. 

VI. Among the most cultivated persons here who have ob- 
served the phenomenon are eight doctors (Drs. T. G. Pellicer, 
Juan Muldoon, Nicandro L Melo, Fernando Formento, Erasmo 
Marin, Juan Graham Casasus, Manual Mestre Gorgoy, and T. 
Salazar Rebolledo). But none as yet has ventured to express 
the result of his investigations. In the capital of the Republic 
in the spiritualistic scientific periodical only, which I sent you 
under separate cover, has the matter been treated of extensively, 
although I believe that the conclusions formed are by no means 
convincing. The rest of the periodicals of Mexico accepted the 
notices of the phenomenon with a certain incredulity, some of 
them even taking it as a joke. 

VII. The illustrious Professor, Dr. Charles Richet, of Paris, 
addressed to me a personal letter expressing great interest in 
the matter which he stated would be noticed in “ The Annals of 
Psychic Science”. But he omitted to express his opinion. 

VIII. Ido not know whether you refer to a certain science 
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the account sent you, or to the explanations I am giving now. 
If it is the first, 1 may state that my brother, Jose Maria, will 
send you from the city of Mexico, legalized by the Minister of 
Foreign Relations, the evidence of the detailed and sworn ac- 
count of the occurrence. If it is the second, permit me to say 
that you can confirm the authenticity of my signature at the 
close of this letter as being the same with that which I use as 
cashier or president of the branch in this city of the National 
Bank of Mexico by referring to anyone of the banks of New 
York which are listed in the enclosed note, but more especially 
those of Messrs. Maitland, Coppel & Co. and A. Iselin & Co. 

IX. Among the persons who sign the account Which are 
most capable, in any point of view, to give any proof of the mat- 
ter in question I cite to you Dr. Thomas G. Pellicer (actual 
physician of the child), Lic. Justo Cecillio Santa-Anna, Professor 
Jose Gurdiel, and Theodore Abaunza, cashier or president of 
the Bank of Tabasco. 

Although I believe I have replied to all of your questions, 
I consider it proper to supplement to a certain extent my reply 
to No. four. From the beginning of the past year, when first 
the child began to read in the manner indicated, my wife and I 
have observed and commented upon more than once his unusual 
propensity for examining almanacs of 1909, of all kinds, to the 
extent that I have had to buy dozens of the well-known calendars 
of the House of Bristol. And besides, for more than a year, he 
has frequently asked us if such a Saint’s day or festival would fall 
on Thursday or would coincide with a Sabbath, until on the 1st 
of February we saw fit to take note, as it caused us deep concern, 
of the rare faculty which he possessed. 

Without pretending, naturally, to incline your mind to deter- 
mined conclusions, I cannot omit saying that the personal im- 
pression which the revelation of the faculty produced upon me 
that the examination of the almanac of 1909 made by my son 
evoked in him records of the facts spontaneously in the form of 
exact calculations, anterior without doubt to his birth. And I 
am the more confirmed in this idea that the processes of his 
rapid calculations are the results of what Myers in his “ Human 
Personality,” calls subliminal consciousness, rather than the 
supernormal or normal consciousness, since the child does 
not know, consciously, how to add, subtract, multiply or divide, 
in which state of ignorance I purposely intend to keep him from 
day to day, in order that the common theories may not avail to 
explain the phenomenon. Interesting note. Scarcely three 
weeks ago he asked me how many days are in the year. 

It will not be superfluous for me to make clear to you, and 
this may serve as a partial defense of my knowingly venturing 
to offer an explanation, that when the questions put to the child 
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relate to this year or to the one preceding or following (1909 to 
1911) he responds as quickly as anyone can give an answer to 
the most simple question, this quickness diminishing in direct 
proportion to the proximity of the year about which he is ques- 
tioned to the present moment. Referring to the years included 
between 1907 and 1920 inclusive, never does he mistake a day 
no matter how slight may be the attention he gives. From 1900 
to 1906 he makes a mistake sometimes, excepting when he 
forms a purpose, which he announces beforehand, not to make 
a mistake, in which case he is infallible. In regard to years pre- 
ceding 1900 and following 1920 his uncertainty is even greater. 
Nevertheless, when reference is made to the years of a past age 
as 1810, 1830, and others, he replies with mathematical exact- 
ness, manifesting great pleasure. 

If I have possibly made this letter longer than you desire, 
I confess that I have been moved not simply by the desire to 
please myself. But in part I have been guided by the purpose 
of co-operating in a humble measure in solving or developing 
the still nascent studies of experimental psychology with the per- 
sonal hope that the greater the sum of the facts that can be ac- 
cumulated the greater will be the probability that you can give, 
in view of your great knowledge in this branch of learning, a 
scientific explanation of a matter which certainly ought to be of 
interest to every human being on account of the mystery which it 
involves. Upon me, the father of the child, Miguel Alberto, it 
has had a profound effect and further it has not failed to pro- 
duce the immense satisfaction of believing that there has been 
encountered in the matter which gave rise to this letter an elo- 
quent proof in favor of the spiritualistic philosophy in which 
I believe. 

I close, then, distinguished professor, fervently begging that 
in return for the good will that I have in serving you, you will 
be pleased to honor me by communicating to me the result of 
your particular investigations. 

Receive with the testimony of my admiration and respect 
for you the sincere offers which I make of my humble services. 

Yours etc., 
V. M. Mantilla. 
| The following letter is a corroborative statement from 


Dr. Pellicer in response to my request for it—Editor.] 


San Juan Bautista, Mexico, July 27, 1910. 
Senor James H. Hyslop, 
New York. 
My dear Sir: 
Your favor of the 11th of July was duly received to which 
I have the honor to reply. 
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In compliance with your request regarding the child, Miguel 
Alberto Mantilla, | ought to say that the child is brachiocephalic 
and his head and face are well developed, the expression of his 
face being bright and sane. 

He was born with a defective foot on the right leg, to which 
in English the name of Club Foot is given, and although he 
was operated upon to correct the defect, the foot having be- 
come larger from this, yet it did not get entirely well and accord- 
ingly the limb has much atrophied. 

The child is very intelligent, bright, restless and very re- 
sponsive. He has a very sound memory. With reference to this 
quality I took occasion to prove it by means of the following 
occurrence. .In the past year he took a journey to Mexico, and 
I not recalling the exact date on which he set out on the 
journey, asked him for this purpose and he replied immediately 
giving the day and date, which both turned out to be correct as 
was proven by reference to my medical letter files in which were 
noted the final recommendations of the day on which he set out 
on the journey. 

The Mantilla child can read only with difficulty and knows 
nothing of arithmetic, except in a very limited way (manera 
empirica) and it is by this very remarkable mental faculty which 
he possesses for distinguishing dates, that he gives the day, the 
month and year, or inversely designating the day of the week 
when the date is given. ‘This faculty astonishes even more 
when one takes into account the fact that the child, without 
making any mental effort answers rapidly and without error 
the questions put to him. During these experiences he is always 
restless and inattentive to his surroundings and aside from this 
circumstance answers promptly the questions which are put 
to him in one of the following forms. For example, to what date 
corresponds the third Tuesday of the month of August, 1940? 
Or again, on what day of the week will December 20, 1935, fall? 
Or again, in what years will Thursday fall on the 10th of October 
in the present age? To all these questions the child replies 
quickly and to the last question he replies without method and 
goes on citing the years without following any order, first, the 
most distant years, then, the nearest, etc., etc., but always with 
an accuracy truly wonderful. 

This case constitutes a phenomenon worthy of being studied 
by the savants who devote their attention to the diverse manifes- 
tations of the mental life and ought to awaken great interest 
among all the societies of the world which are devoted to psychic 
investigation. 

Trusting that this information may be of some value to you 
I am pleased to subscribe myself your obedient servant. 

T. G. Pellicer. 
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In reply to further inquiries regarding various possibilities 
in the child’s experiences I learn that only on one occasion 
did the boy show indications of telepathy and the incident is 
not described in the reply, so that we do not know whether 
the facts were evidence of this or not. In regard to the boy’s 
dreams the father says: “ Altho before discovering his faculty 
[ was accustomed to question him respecting his dreams, 
neither then nor afterward could I obtain from the child any 
reply which would direct my attention to their nature.” 

All my inquiries regarding possible clairvoyance, appari- 
tions, consciousness of presence or outside agents were 
answered in the negative. Automatic writing had not been 
tried. ‘The boy reports no sensation of a noticeable kind in 
connection with the work. 


The following is further confirmation of the general char- 
acter of the boy’s phenomena and adds an incident or two of 
the mediumistic type which suggests that, perhaps, there 
may have been other similar experiences not observed or 


recorded. The account is by one who had witnessed some 
of the incidents. 


San Juan Bautista, Mexico, March 10th, 1911. 
Professor Hyslop, 

Dear Sir: 

The boy’s father is the Manager of the National Bank in 
this place. On the evening of the 1st of February, 1910, while 
taking supper with his wife and his son, Miguel Alberto, his wife 
asked her husband: “ Will you close the Bank to-morrow?” 
(The 2nd of Feb. is a holiday in the Catholic church). ‘“ No,” 
answered he, “ because there are several holidays, the 5th and 
the 23rd. Then the child spoke up: “ Oh, Father! You will shut 
it by all means, because that day is Sunday.” ‘“ How do you 
know?’ asked the father. “ That is very easy to me,” said the 
boy. “I can guess many things much more difficult than that.” 

The father was astonished on hearing that and began asking 
the child many more questions which the boy answered accur- 
rately. Senor Mantilla, who is an intelligent man saw the 
interest of science in the facts and some days later invited his 
friends to witness the phenomena and had them certified. 

To illustrate the kind of phenomena. “On what date will 
the first Sunday of April be in 1918? Or in what year -will 
Saturday, the 25th of May be?” Always the child answered such 
questions with wonderful accuracy. 
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I think it is proper to tell you an incident which occurred 
some time since. The child was coming from Mexico City with 
his mother and when they were to take the boat at Vera Cruz, 
the boy resisted going on board, saying: “I see the waves like 
mountains and the steamer in great danger”. The sea was very 
quiet at the time and he showed so much'resistance that they 
had to use force to put him on the boat. 

You should know that the officer had not yet received any 
news of the bad weather from Galveston. A few hours after the 
steamer had started a heavy storm arose and the vessel was in 
danger for several hours. 

My father one day asked him: “ What day of the week was 
the 24th of January, 1839?” (my father’s birthday). The child 
answered, “ Thursday’ which was correct. “And the same 
date in the year 2000?” “ Monday,” answered the boy at once. 
This is correct. 

Yours truly, 
Bolivin Maldonado. 


The incident of fearing the waves might be nothing more 
than a coincidence associated with a child’s fear of the sea. 
There is nothing to prove this hypothesis, but it is apparent 
that we cannot attach evidential value to the incident alone. 
Nevertheless it belongs to a type and deserves recording 
when associated with other phenomena suggesting unusual 
capacities. 

On the family’s arrival in New York I took the first op- 
portunity to call on them and to see the child. The follow- 
ing 1s my report of what occurred. 
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EXPERIMENTS. 


May 14, 1911. 

Mr. Mantilla informed me some time ago that he expected 
to be in New York on his way to Europe about the first of 
May. He was a little delayed, but I saw him and his son 
to-day and had a few experiments with the child. In the 
first set of experiments I named the year and the date of the 
month and the child was to tell the day of the week on which 
this date fell. In the second series I named the day of the 
week and the date in the month to have the year given on 


which that day and date fell. The following represent the 
results. 


First Series. 


July 4th, 1876. Tuesday. 
August 18th, 1854. Friday. 
Sept. 10th, 1910. Saturday. 
Oct. 1st, 1901. Tuesday. 
June 6th, 1900. Wednesday. 


Second Series. 
Friday, Feb. 4th—1910, 1916, 1522, 2000. 
Wednesday, Aug. 10th—1910, 1528. 


[He then corrected this by saying that it was Thursday 
for those years, and then because he had made a mistake 
asked that it be erased from the account, not liking to make 
mistakes and also saying that this last was also.a mistake. | 


Sunday, Dec. 15th—1907, 1901, 1811, 1822, 1805, 1918, 
1929, 2002, 1630, 1799. 
Wednesday, Aug. 10th—1921. 


The boy did not always do this instantly, but he was not 
long about it. He never occupied more than a quarter of a 
minute, except in the case where he made a mistake and when 
he tried to give the result in English which he was anxious 
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to do. When he did it in Spanish he was quite prompt. 
The boy cannot read, but can write letters. 

I tried automatic writing. The boy knows the alphabet 
All that I could remark in the experiment to get automatic 
writing was that after considerable delay he made some 
scrawls, the pencil moving unsystematically and betraying 
no signs of either conscious effort to write or unconscious in- 
telligence. The movements might have been interpreted as 
reflexes or reflex associates of his nervous movements of his 
legs and body in the chair in which he sat. But finally he 
made symbols which are evidently efforts to write the first 
three letters of the alphabet. The only interest that these 
had was the boy’s apparent curiosity to see what went on 
when the hand made them. He looked at his hand as if he 
were surprised. He had not been watching it but looking 
about, laughing half ashamed of himself, etc. Whether this 
was shamming indifference I could not tell, but recognize 
this as possible. He also made certain lines which might be 
interpreted to be attempts to make the same symbol which I 
have remarked as purporting to come from Professor James 
through Mrs. C I have no assurance whatever that 
this resemblance is significant and that it is not is supported 
by the explanation of the child that it was an effort to draw 
a boat. 

The only suggestive thing in all the efforts was the ap- 
parent attempt to change the pencil from its position between 
thumb and finger to the first and second fingers, as was done 
with Miss Burton and the Greek boy. It is impossible to 
describe with any accuracy the movements of the pencil 
which suggested this. But the first indications of it were the 
relaxation of the hold by thumb and finger and then fumbling 
it and getting the lower end between the first and second 
fingers and trying to write. After watching the efforts for 
some time I deliberately placed the pencil between the two 
fingers and it was then that the letters of the alphabet were 
made apparently with more ease, tho the child, I learned, had 
never been in the habit of holding the pencil in this way. I 
returned it to its place between thumb and finger and after 
a few moments there were repeated efforts to get it between 
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the first and second fingers again. But they met with no 
success. 

I have a two century calendar and examination of it shows 
that all the answers can be verified in it as correct, except 
the years 1522, 1538, and 1630. Examination for these had 
to be made elsewhere. The calendar shows that the answer 
of the child for the second question in the second series of 
experiments was correct and not erroneous as he thought. 

When it comes to the dates of 1522 and 1528 I should 
describe the difficulties I had in ascertaining the facts. I 
first examined a perpetual calendar at Columbia University 
and found what 1 may have known at one time but had for- 
gotten, namely, that the calendar had been changed from the 


Julian to the Gregorian in 1582. Calendars previous to this 


time have to make allowance for what is called “ Old Style ” 
and “* New Style”. I shall not explain to readers the com- 
plications which made the change of calendar necessary and 
which make it difficult to determine the years previous to 
1582 in which a special day of the week will fall on a certain 
date. But if readers wish to find how difficult it is they may 
try it for themselves, unless they know the principles on 
which all calendars are based. In the calendar of Columbia 
University I resolved to test the matter by investigating for 
the date of Dec. 15th, 1630 as well as those of 1522 and 1528, 
as a means of checking any possible error in regard to the 
latter two dates. I found for 1630, Dec. 15th fell on Sunday 
as the boy said. But 1522 and 1528 were years prior to 1582 
when the Gregorian Calendar was adopted for the Julian, 
and I had to examine whether the boy was correct or false 
for either the “Old” or the “ New Style.”. I found that 
Sunday was correct for Dec. 15th in 1630, but I was uncer- 
tain of the case for 1522 and 1528. I then tried the Carnegie 
Library and found no satisfactory material there with which 
to work. It was the same with the Boston Library. I 
could determine nothing. I then applied to the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington and to the Harvard College Ob- 
servatory. From the last two I obtained the same informa- 
tion and I shall make the whole matter clear by comparing 
the boy’s statements with the results of inquiries. 
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Boy’s Statements. 

February 4th, 1522—Friday. 
August 10th, 1628—Wednesday. 
December 15th, 1630—Sunday. 


I then put the inquiries of the authorities mentioned in 
the following manner, in tabular form representing what the 
boy said and what I wanted in terms of “Old” and “ New 
Style.” 


Boy Old Style New Style 
February 4th, 1522 Friday Tuesday (Saturday) 
August 10, 1528 Wednesday Monday (Friday) 
December 15th, 1630 Sunday Wednesday (Sunday) 





In my inquiries [ stated that I wanted the days for both 
“Old” and “ New Style”, tho I had found the “ Old Style”, 
which was as in the above table. I have enclosed the author- 
ities’ replies in parentheses, and the reader will observe that 
the boy was correct for 1630 in the “ New Style” but wrong 
for 1522 and 1528. For “ Old Style” all his answers for the 
three dates would have been wrong, but he would have been 
wrong in “ Old Style” for all his other dates, as they are all 
correct for “ New Style”, and this was for all years after 
1582. The interesting circumstance is that his errors are 
directly related to the time previous to the adoption of the 
Gregorian Calendar. Had I known this liability at the time 
I might have experimented further with dates prior to 1582. 
But I had all too few experiments for determining anything 
except that chance coincidence and guessing would not ex- 
plain the boy’s answers. 

But there is a curious thing to be noted that may possibly 
explain the error in the boy’s statements for 1522 and 1528. 
If readers will remember that the Calendar had lost 10 days 
from the beginning of the Christian era to the 16th century, 
they will see the perplexities of determining the days of the 
week. That is, before 1582, when the Calendar was changed 
chronologists could have either dropped the 10 days and 
started with the given date or could have added 10 days and 
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begun the date which that addition would imply. Thus, as 
solar time in 1582 had lost 10 days, according to the Calendar, 
the chronologist could either add 10 days to the civil calendar 
and make it coincide with the solar calendar or make the 
civil calendar coincide with the solar by subtracting the ten 
days and simply calling the solar date by the date of the civil 
calendar, which is equivalent to adding the 10 days. But 
it affects the day of the week without affecting celestial time. 

For instance, take the date of Feb. 4th, 1522. If this be 
reckoned as ten days previous to solar time, Feb. 14th would 
coincide with it and the calendar makers could simply call it 
Feb. 14th instead of the 4th. But they could as well call the 
time that coincided with solar time as Feb. 4th dropping the 
10 days out of account. If, then, they retained the same day 
of the week for this transposed Feb. 4th or the supposed 
Feb. 14th there would be some confusion. Retaining it for the 
transposed 4th would involve a change of the days ofthe week 
for all past chronology. But calculating forward the 10 days 
and calling this new Feb. 4th by the day which would be the 
10th from the old style would leave the days the same for the 
past while the actual time was altered. Hence the difficulty 
in determining the day for the old and new style. 

Now the old style puts Feb. 4th on Tuesday and the new 
style on Saturday. But starting with this Tuesday in old 
style and assuming that Feb. 4th of the old style would be 
Feb. 14th of the new and counting the days forward for the 
10 days we would have Friday as the name ®f the day which 
is equivalent to the date Feb. 4th, just as the boy gave it. 
But this starts with the day of the old style and the calcula- 
tion may have been made on that basis. 

Then for the date of Aug. 10th which would be Aug. 20th 
for the new style we found that the boy was wrong. But if 
Aug. 10th had been assumed to be the corrected date for new 
style, the calculation would have to be backward, the old style 
would have been Aug. 1st. The day of the week for that, as- 
suming that it was Friday of the new style would be counting 
backward, Wednesday, just as the boy said. 

It is, of course, not possible to tell what the process of 
calculation was, but it is interesting to see that the mistakes 
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in accordance with the usual way of stating the case are cor- 
rect for another way of stating it, and the answers may not be 
wholly wrong after all. All depends on what the order of 
calculation involved and that is not determinable, except that 
it was not the order of the accepted form of statement and 
conception of the situation. Apparently the mind had as- 
sumed the old style for one and the new style for the other 
and ran in different directions for the result. At least there 
is a coincidence here which may not be due to chance. 

The question is to account for these answers by any nor- 
mal knowledge of the child. We must remember that the 
boy cannot read or write, according to the testimony of the 
parents, save that he can write the letters of the alphabet. 
He had shown an interest in the calendar for 1909. But this 
is not sufficient to account for his miscellaneous and correct 
indication of other vears. If the boy had access to a per- 
petual calendar which did not require turning leaves, but 
which presented the whole thing in diagram form he might 
remember certain coincidences, but I doubt very much if 
there is any such diagram in existence, and if it were it would 
hardly suffice for the kind of answers here given. The father 
had a perpetual calendar which he had obtained after the 
child exhibited the phenomena in order to investigate the 
boy’s answers. During my experiments this book was not 
in the room, but was brought in after the answers were made 
and my record written. We then tested most of the answers 
and found them@orrect. The father did not know English 
and I had to employ an interpreter to have my questions put 
to the boy, so that the father did not know the meaning of 
my questions until put by the interpreter to the child and as 
he himself did not know the answers until we with himself 
consulted the calendar he could not have known the answers 
and there was no evidence of communication between him 
and the boy. I took care to watch for that, less for any 
reason to distrust him than for the necessity of taking such 
an hypothesis into account: for I found the man perfectly 
honorable and frank. Had I had opportunities for further ex- 
periment I should have obtained a stranger to the family as 
an interpreter and conducted the experiments with the par- 
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ents out of the room, but there was no time for this. I 
have no reason to distrust the results on that account as I 
was on the alert for indications of communication with the 
child, and as there was no mercenary interest in the case, 
either present or projected, and as the family has respectable 
connections the burden of proof is on the man who would 
explain the phenomena by such an hypothesis. I do not 
venture to explain them at all. The evidence points to some 
explanation not normal, whatever it be. The child’s work 
resembles in some respects that of the son of Dr. Boris Sidis, 
who at an early age worked out for himself some similar 
phenomena in connection with the calendar, but this was 
long after he had learned to read. The present case offers 
more perplexity. I have tried to obtain some simple rule or 
formula for determining the answers to such questions and 
cannot find it, even in the Encyclopedia Britannica. So far 
as I can see the only explanation which the sceptic can pre- 
sent is that of collusion between parents and child, but this 
does not satisfy me under the circumstances. There is no 
reason for this when the facts are recognized. ‘There is no 
reasonable motive for this and the explanation offered by 
the father himself is so in accord with what we usually re- 
gard as the scientific and normal explanation that there is the 
less reason to suspect the applicability of fraud and collusion. 
Apparently all the evidence points to some unusual source 
of information for the child, tho that view may not be proved 
to perfect satisfaction. ‘The reader may remark some traces 
of psychic power in the case, but these are few and obscure, 
and are perhaps insufficient to associate the explanation with 
any proved process of acquiring supernormal information. 
But when we exempt the parents from collusion—and there 
is no evidence to inculpate them—lI think the evidence is for 
something supernormal, tho we cannot assign it a recogniz- 
able character. 

I need hardly say that I do not accept or admit the hy- 
pothesis of collusion as suggested. All that I admit is that 
the conditions were present that make it conceivable to the 
men who did not know the people or witness the exact facts 
as I did. It simply happens that the supernormal source of 
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the boy’s information lacks the kind of proof in my experi- 
ments that the sceptic demands, when he will not take the 
trouble to critically examine the facts as a whole. Some of 
those facts cannot be even stated by me as they involve a 
sense perception of details in regard to position, movements 
or silence, attitude and various incidents which could not be 
reported in the experiments without a kinematic picture of 
them. It is those circumstances which prompt me to attach 
more weight to the results than any one can do who did not 
witness the facts or have an acquaintance with the parties 
concerned. Such persons as hold out against the unusual 
nature of the boy’s work must experiment and investigate for 
themselves or supply me with the means to investigate as I 
should like to do and as such phenomena deserve to be in- 
vestigated. 

I may refer, however, to a well reported case which will 
show that this one is no exception. I mean the case men- 
tioned by Mr. Myers on Human Personality and its Survival 
of Bodily Death (Vol. I p. 81.) The boy was only 6 years of 
age when the phenomenon occurred. He was walking with 
his father before breakfast and suddenly asked his father at 
what hour he, the child, was born. The father told him and 
then the child asked what time it was then and the father 
replied, 7.50 A. M. The boy walked a few hundred yards and 
gave the number of seconds that had elapsed since his birth. 
The father took a note of it and made a calculation and found 
that the boy had make a mistake of 172,800 seconds and told 
him so. The boy made a ready reply that his father had 
failed to take account of the fact that the years 1820 and 1824 
were leap-years and that he had left out two days as a con- 
sequence. ‘The father found the boy correct. The case of 
Mangiamele at 10 years was much the same. Mathematical 
prodigies have shown similar phenomena in many cases, so 
that we do not require to be sceptical of the possibility of 
such facts, but merely of the nature of the evidence. 


Seeeaeg Pet peaas toe 
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TESTS OF A PROFESSIONAL MEDIUM. 


I published one record which I obtained through Miss 
Gaule, whom I had previously called Mrs. Rathbun in the pub- 
lication of the Thompson case. Cf. Journal Am. S. P. R., Voll. 
V, pp. 418-441, and Proceedings Am. S. P. R., Vol. II, pp. 99- 
105, 133-155, 274-282. That sitting was under strictly test 
conditions and so were the present incidents. The reader 
can determine that for himself by reading the facts. I pub- 
lish them primarily because they are from a professional psy- 
chic, as it is time to frankly recognize that psychic phenom- 
ena are not wholly dependent for their evidential character 
upon private persons, when we obtain proper exclusion of 
previous knowledge of the facts from them. These incidents 
prove that the supernormal is possible in such cases and 
hence it will only be a question of the method pursued with 
that class to determine the nature and limits of their powers. 

The experiment at “ psychometry ”, as the reporter calls 
it, involves a good cross reference. The person who wrote 
the letter was known in the Chenoweth sittings as “ Lady 
Violet ’’, because she had given Mrs. Chenoweth some violets. 
This was the name given her by Starlight, the little control, 
and there was absolutely no way for Mrs. Rathbun (Miss 
Gaule) to know the fact but through the reporter herself, 
and much less had she any chance to know the hand-writing. 

The other incidents involve events going on either at the 
time of the sitting or so near to it that only unnecessary col- 
lusion would account for them. 

The husband of “ Lady Violet” was dead and was a very 
nervous man. He had been a communicator through Mrs. 
Chenoweth, and the lady at this time was planning to spend 
a considerable period in Europe. 

The important things were given before the envelope was 
torn. The real name could have easily been gotten after re- 
moving the letter, as it was on one side of the sheet, but 
nothing that was said could have been so obtained. The 
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hand-writing was very large and probably gave rise to the 
use of the term “ plebeian ”, the medium thinking this might 
characterize the writer. All the padding observable is char- 
acteristic. 


CROSS REFERENCE. 
Excerpt from Record of Sitting of April 4, 1908. 
Medium, (Miss Gaule), Mrs. Riedinger, Mrs. Rathbun. Time, 
9 P. M. 
Present, Mr. Riedinger and Miss Allen (stenographer.) 


[Medium half rises from chair and gazes intently with wide 
open, unwinking eyes, as if at some one opposite, paying no at- 
tention to anyone else in the room, even when addressed. Ina 
few minutes, half rising fom chair, she said :] 

You are who? 

[Pause. Medium sits back again in chair, eyes, still unwink- 
ing, for several minutes. ] 

There is the father of James, holding by the hand a newly 
born spirit. 


Excerpt from Automatic Record of April 6, 1908. 
Mrs. Chenoweth. 
(Have you tried at the Piper light?) 
You mean this spirit? 
(Yes.) 
Yes, and are still trying. We are experimenting all the time. 
(Yes.) 
We have tried at one other place, too. 
( Yes.) 
You know, I think about it. 
(Can you say what light that was?) 
It is another lady, I know, but I cannot write it now. But 
it is a familiar light to me. 
(Yes, that is right.) 
You know, we try so often to use the new ones that I thought 
I would say “ familiar” and that be that much. 


Excerpt from Automatic Record of April 7, 1908. 


But look—She has been to—She has been—You know your 
friend George? * * * Well, he has been watching her as she 
was taken by your father to another place, you know. 

(Yes.) 

that your father thought if she could get something through 
it would be mighty good. * * * And he says, “We had—” 
Oh, say, but look! 





a ae ia 
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I had lost an aunt about ten days previous to these sit- 
tings and as it was in another city and I desired to watch for 
a test I had not mentioned the fact of her death to a single 
person. This was the first apparent evidence of her return. 
Later through Mrs. Chenoweth I received excellent evidence 
of identity. ‘The interest of the present records is their rela- 
tion to the problem of cross reference. 


JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


On the evening of Saturday, June 27, in answer to a question 
of Mr. Crandall’s I mentioned that Dr. Hyslop was away from 
the city and I did not know when he would return or exactly 
where he had gone. 


Mrs. Riedinger was present and her control “ Fustie” in- 
stantly remarked, “I'll tell you where he is. He's gone to 
Worcester! I hope he will get a better photograph man. He 


will get what he wants. She will be nice to him. She is all 
right, really. 


“T see that picture. That spirit artist’s signature begins with 
“R” and there is an “ S ” in it, too.” 


To the best of my knowledge and belief, Mrs. Riedinger had 
no conscious knowledge of any facts which would make the above 
matter pertinent to Dr. Hyslop’s whereabouts and occupation 
at the time this message was given. 


G. ALLEN. 


June 29th, 1908. 

I had not told any one where I was going except Mr. 
Jones and I had not told Miss Allen even that I was going 
until about fifteen minutes before I started. This was about 
7 a. m., Saturday, June 27th. My trip was to Worcester, 
Mass., to photograph a picture or sketch of Mr. Gifford’s, 
the one which was standing on his easel when Mr. Thompson 
saw it. Mr. Gifford’s initials for his two Christian names are 
here correct, but Miss Gaule knew the case at this time well 
enough to know Mr. Gifford’s full name, which had been 
published in the papers two or three times in connection with 
that of Mr. Thompson. But she could not have possibly 
known that I was going to Worcester or that I intended to 
photograph any picture, without being told either by Mr. 
Jones or myself. Mr. Crandall did not know that I was 
going and has confirmed this statement this evening to me. 








sa 
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“She” probably refers to Mrs. Gifford. I have had 
some fears that she would not receive me favorably on the 
matter, but I have not mentioned this to any one but Mr. 
Jones and Mr. Thompson and Miss Allen, and Mr. Henry 
Rutgers Marshall, none of these having been in communica- 
tion with Mrs. Riedinger except Miss Allen and Mr. Jones. 
The statement is very pertinent and from two letters which 
I have received lately from Mrs. G. I would infer that she 
will receive me favorably. 


JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


[I was favorably received by Mrs. Gifford and later cor- 


respondence showed that the Report was fully appreciated. 
—jJ. H. H.] 


135 West 90th Street, New York City, May 1, 1908. 
American Institute for Scientific Research, 
New York City. 
Gentlemen,— 

The following may have interest for you: Last Wednesday 
evening I went to dinner with Mr. and Mrs. [Margaret Gaule.] 
Riedinger. As I entered the house, Mrs. Riedinger mentioned 
that she had been hearing two names all the afternoon ;one was 
“ Stuart ” and the other was “ Ellis” and that she had connected 
them with me. 

When we were seated at the table in her dining room, she 
said, “ I just hear somebody say, ‘ Poor Alice! She doesn’t want 
to go. That’s funny! There is someone named ‘ Alice’ in your 
house and she seems to be going somewhere that she doesn’t 
want to.” 

I asked Mrs. Riedinger if she could give me any more of 
that association and she said, “ Yes; her name is ‘ Mary,’ too. 
She is putting her hat on now. It is a green hat with a green 
wing on it. There is something about her gloves. Whether it 
is a pair of yours that she is wearing, or whether one doesn’t 
fasten right—She is going somewhere and she isn’t particularly 
keen about it. I think she is going to the theatre, and she doesn’t 
want to go. Your father tells me this.” 

Mr. Jones, who was at the table, noted the time by his watch 
as 7.20. 

There was in my apartment at that time a lady named “ Alice 
Mary Ellis ” for whom I had bought a threatre ticket that even- 
ing, but she did not care to have it and I had given it to her, 
unbeknown to anyone else, as I was leaving the house to go to 
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Mrs. Riedinger’s. I had thought she would wear a blue outfit 
with a blue plumed hat but, instead, she wore an old green hat 
with a green wing on it; in fastening her gloves, she could not 
find a buttoner, so left the wrist of her left glove unfastened, 
causing her some annoyance; then, while wishing that I had not 
bought her the theatre ticket, she went out of the house at exactly 
7.20 by a timepiece on the mantel which had been set by Mr. Jones 
a few hours before to correspond exactly with his watch. 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, not one of the facts 
correctly stated to me by Mrs. Riedinger at her table there 
could have been known to her normally. 

The name “ Stuart ” still has no meaning to me. 

Respectfully submitted, 
G. ALLEN. 

N. B.—Mrs. Riedinger had no knowlege that my mother was 
living with me or that she had married a man named “ Ellis.” 


New York, September 18, 1908. 

This evening Mrs. Riedinger was talking with me when 
* Fustie ” said, “ I was up to see Mary Alice and she got some- 
thing for you for a waist today, didn’t she?” 

In answer to questions, “ Fustie” stated, the first time, with 
out guessing, that the waist pattern was four yards of silky 
material; that the color was violet and that it had been given to 
me that afternoon by my mother. 

It was true that, just before | went to see Mrs. Riedinger this 
evening my mother had given me four yards of violet silk for a 
waist pattern and the only way Mrs. Riedinger could have known 
of it before “ Fustie” told me would have been that my mother 
telephoned her the incident while I was on my way down there— 
which she did not do. This was the first time in twenty years 
that my mother had bought any material for clothing for me. 


G. ALLEN. 


Sunday, July 19, 1908. 
My dear Mr. Hyslop,— 

The enclosed letter came for you yesterday from Lady Violet, 
as I was going out to go to Miss Gaule’s, so I slipped it in 
another envelope and asked Miss Gaule to psychometrize it, with 
the following result: 

I don’t get Dr. Hyslop by this. I get you. You yourself, 
absolutely. [Pause.] 

(Now, I don’t want to bother you this hot night, but I should 
like your impressions, as you hold that envelope.) 

Don’t take down what I say. Just let me talk a little, first 


(Never mind what I do. It’s your first impression that I 
want. ) 
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| Miss Gaule made no further objection to my noting her re- 
marks and the following is verbatim. ] 

When I touch it lam nervous. 1am nervous restless, fidgetty 
—and I can’t tell you why, but I just seem to feel as though some 
things were not just like | would want them to be. 

1 feel as though there are two others that would be interested 
in the reading of this, besides yourself—if that would be right? 
And I find this has been somewhere in the mail ; had something to 
do with the mail. Tell me if I am right, please? 

(1’ll tell you nothing. I want your impressions, only.) 

Well, it has, because I feel a postmark. I don’t go far out 
of the city with it. If I do go out of the city it is not very far 
away. 

The writer, when writing,—the attitude seems to have been 
of a nervous—I feel—Oh, it is not exactly committal—if that is 
the word. feel like I am evading; like between the lines there 
is something and I don’t know my own power when I write it. 
I want to know my own power—But there is a trembling some- 
thing, as though either to the sender things are not right—or 
to the writer, when things were written— 

There is a death! There is a spirit here of someone that was 
dear, very dear, oh, very, very dear! They are nervous. The 
spirit of a man who is very interested in the writer of this and I 
also get with this the desire from another person to have you get 
something for them and send it tothem. Now, if you can under- 
stand me? [Pause.] 

And I also see water—Whether it is islands or a big ocean 
or what there may be, but a confusion about the conditions of the 
home of the writer. There is a restlessness. That is the way I 
feel. Yet toward you—if they are interested in you, directly, the 
feeling is the very kindest. 

(They are not, in the least. That is a letter you have in there 
and I am interested to see what impression it gives you.) 

I don’t know if it is to you.or Doctor or what it may be,— 
The reason I feel the kindness. It is as this: Sending out the 
kindest thoughts, that there may come an answer for help. 
[ Pause. ] 

This is a piteous kind of a something, do you know? I am 
nervous, restless and fidgetty when I touch it but there is a spirit 
hovering very near the writer of the letter. 

Is the writer of this very ordinary? Because there is some- 
thing extremely plebeian about the surroundings or the individual 

(I cannot understand that at all.) 

Maybe it is an influence connected with it. Oh, the odor 
of flowers, too! Mercy! Flowers everywhere, everywhere. 

(What kind of flowers ?) 
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Very sweet they smell. 
(What is the odor?) 


Purple violets! My, how strange! And there is someone— 
I am going to tell you: There is someone here. There is a man 
that is anxious—very anxious to communicate and wants to com- 
municate with the writer. There is so much. This might have 
been—That has not been—There is someone around this person 
—or comes in touch with them—who is not exactly for their good 
I do not mean morally speaking, but very ordinary; more so 
than the writer. But, there is a restlessness, nervousness, sad- 
ness. There is a peculiar grief around me when I touch this. 

(I should like to locate that plebeian influence. ) 

Shall I take it out? 

(Yes, unwrap it now.) 

[ Medium tears off portion of outer wrapping and drops whole 
thing on floor. ] 

Now, do you know, I can’t! Just hand me the envelope. 
I don’t want to know anything about it. [Holds letter, in 
partially torn wrapper, in hand. } 

Whoever the writer is, they are brought, Miss Allen, in con- 
tact with every kind of people,—whatever it is. They come in 
touch with all kinds of people—or, all kinds of people come in 
touch with them. I don’t know if this person goes in and out 
of a business place, or not, but there are business associations ; 
peculiar kind of business associations. 

(Well, what is that plebeian influence?) 

I just saw Dr. Hyslop’s face then, as plain as anything. 

(How is he?) 

This letter belongs to him! 

(Yes, I will admit that. Now, take it out of the wrapper 
and look at its envelope and see if you get any more from the 
superscription in its envelope.) 

{Medium takes letter out of the brown envelope in which it 
had been placed and says:] 

What a coarse hand! 

( Yes.) 

I don’t know whether they are an illiterate writer, or what 
it is, but I don’t get anything except a good heart here. I find 
a good heart. I find a very good heart and very good feelings 
and kind, but there is something about some—[Pause.] 

If this is a woman, there is a man gone out of the life—or 
whatever it may be—but there is something around the life of 
this person that must be removed and will be removed. Now, 
wait a minute, because that man is here. [Pause.] Very con- 
tradictory statements about some record, whatever it may be. 
What has records to do with this? Something they can’t under- 
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stand in a record? Or, whether they want nothing to do with 
Dr. Hyslop? But this will have to be answered by you? 

Do you know, I am so sad, so sad when I touch this! I am 
depressed, I am sad. I am ata loss to know. I feel like some- 
body has asked, “Why were such statements given?” It is 
peculiar. My gracious, how plainly I see Violet, your little 
lady—This is not her, of course.— 

(It is. I wanted to see if you would recognize her from 
holding her letter. It is just a note she sent Dr Hyslop and I 
thank you for the psychometrization.) 

Oh, and I said “ plebeian!” Do leave that out. Don’t write 
that— 

(Now you see why I want to know where you get that 
influence. ) 

She may be having trouble with her servants. The common 
influence may be bothering her. Don’t put that in! 








Pn Lee 








Editorial. 115 


EDITORIAL. 
FINANCE. 
I wish to give the readers a summary of the year’s income 
and expenses, that they may know the need of increasing the 
membership or other sources of income. 








Expenses. Receipts. 
Publications ......... $3,156.99 Membership Fees.... $4,014.50 
Investigations ....... 466.63 Endowment ........ $8,610.00 
See ae Gee © ME Nin ddeéusasae a 180.00 
a gn ens So cee 502.00 Sundries .......... ‘. 133.35 
MNES 230s sss oo an, . .$12,838.35 

| RRR er «.- $5,781.54 


Deducting the receipts for endowment as not involved in 
the income and expense items, we have $4,228.35 for the total 
income during the year and the total expense $5,761.54. The 
publications simply to print and issue cost $3,156.99 and the 
remaining expenses were in investigations and the routine 
of the office. But this account does not include $1,200 given 
us by a gentleman to help defray the expenses of the office. 
A clerical assistant was necessary there to afford the Secre- 
tary time to do any work at all, and this sum supplied by a 
friend of the work did not require that it be accounted for in 
the regular reports of the Treasurer. Besides the sums do 
not include the amount independently subscribed for experi- 
ments, the Report of which we shall publish this year. The 
sum subscribed for experiments was $700. These two items 
swell the receipts and the expenses equally and may be left 
out of account here in so far as the relation between neces- 
sary expenses and available receipts is concerned. But the 
sum subscribed to defray the expense of the office shows what 
it is necessary to have over and above what we have reckoned 
as the regular receipts. 

The matter, then, stands thus. The total necessary ex- 
penses were $5,761.54 and the total receipts, not including 
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interest on endowment and Trust Company deposits, were 
$4,228.35. This is $1,583.19 less than expenses. This sum 
had to be taken from the reserve fund which had not been 
exhausted. ‘There are still due in arrears nearly $1,000 oi 
membership fees including the years 1910 and 1911, and we 
take this occasion to announce again that all dues are re- 
garded as collectible unless members formally resign and no 
resignations are accepted until all dues in arrears are paid. 
But it is important that we be able to pay office expenses in- 
cluding those of publications out of membership fees and as 
matters now stand it is impossible to do so. The only item 
that can be reduced is that of investigations, unless we curtail 
the amount of matter given in the publications. We cannot 
sasily curtail the amount in the publications without reducing 
their scientific value, and it is hoped that the membership 
may increase to meet the situation or that endowments may 
come in to make the work independent of membership fees. 
I wish to repeat and emphasize the rule of the Society that 
all members are regarded as members until they formally re- 
sign. Some members have assumed that they are merely 
subscribers to ordinary publications, and allow their fees to 
remain unpaid thinking that we drop our members at the end 
of the year unless their subscriptions are paid. To all such we 
repeat that no members are removed until they formally re- 


sign and no resignations are accepted until arrears have been 
paid. 
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Book Reviews. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


Mysterious Psyche, The so-called Spiritistic Phenomena. By Dr. 
Carmeio Samond. 


The main object of this book seems to be the demonstration 
of the importance and interest of the so-called Spiritistic 
Phenomena. In his preface Dr. Samona tells us that he hesi- 
tates to approach the subject because he does not feel competent, 
specially as his report is to be submitted to such high authority 
as the medical faculty of the University of Palermo. Quoting 
M. F. C. S. Schiller (member of the S. P. R. of London) he 
says, that these phenomena have been until now the veritable 
“Affaire Dreyfus” of science, but that to-day many are beginning 
to consider them as the promised land of psychology and even 
of biology. He agrees with Agassiz in that whenever a new 
fact is presented to humanity the verdict is always “such things 
are impossible” but once the facts are demonstrated and proved 
everybody pretends to have known it all along. The problem 
of Spiritistic phenomena, he says is now at this “impossible” 
period, and the duty of science is to investigate patiently until 
a solution is reached. He recommends common sense as the 
best guide—to be used and not abused however, because in some 
cases science owes its success to the very fact of having broken 
loose from common sense at the proper time. The little contro- 
versy of Columbus and the wise Doctors of Salamanca is here 
very aptly brought in as an example. As in most works of this 
kind the greater part of the book is devoted to the history of 
Spiritistic Phenomena (which Dr. Samona traces back as far 
as human consciousness itself) and the examination of medium- 
istic cases taken from the works of the various investigators, 
principally from the S. P. R. The well known theories of 
telepathy, clairvoyance, clairaudience, etc., etc. are then fitted to 
them—the process proving strained at times. Dr. Samona’s at- 
titude is however impartial and just. He does not show the pre- 
judice and animosity so characteristic of some of his confréres 
toward the Spiritistic theory—this “bete noire” of science— 
but goes so far as to admit that it is not always to be despised 
—probably when none of the others will fit. He truly says 
that science is neither spiritistic nor materialistic and should 
accept the facts as they occur, to be examined with an unbiased 
mind. His investigation of the subject seems thorough and con- 
scientious, and not content with the testimony of others he has 
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devoted much time and patience to personal experiments. 
Among these I select two which seemed to me both novel and 
interesting. I quote from page 63. “Among my many séances 
with Mme. X with whom I obtained many communications by 
means of tiptology and automatic writing, there are some in 
which appeared a personality claiming to be a rabbi once living 
on this earth. These communications owe their principal interest 
to their elevated sentiments and artistic form and also to some 
characteristics which appeared from the very first and were main- 
tained in their minutest details, even to special movements of 
the table. I asked this personality why it did not reveal to us 
the secret of the beyond which has such burning interest for 
us all here. The answer came at once in the usual allegorical 
style, and as though being compelled to evade my curiosity it 
still wished to impress upon me the inevitable fate of man which 
compels him, even in the field of knowledge, to conform to the 
cruel law of time, toil, and sacrifice, and to obtain everything 
by his own effort. ‘Thou shalt not, it said, eat bread whose 
seed has not first lain in the nude earth, whose golden ears 
have not bent before the wind and have not fallen under the 
inexorable sickle of the reaper.’ The reader will readily appreciate 
the profound philosophy of this parabolic answer, and if it left 
me in ignorance of the beyond it certainly cannot be considered 
inadequate or lacking in wisdom. I will cite another example 
obtained with the same medium and which as can be seen is 
of an entirely different style. Its artistic simplicity is well 
adapted to the poor boy who claims to be the communicator 
and who calls himself Jack the chimney sweeper. 

“* Without my life 1am very happy. I was so poor! It is true 
that the house-wife always had a smile for the poor little chimney 
sweeper, but it was not the tender look of a mother which 
came to warm my poor little heart. One evening I was hungry 
and cold and could hardly stand on my legs. I sat down on the 
steps of Notre Dame. I don’t know how it was I felt so weak 
and yet so wonderfully well! I was raising myself when my 
mother appeared to me. How beautiful she looked! “ My lad” 
she said, “ look where we are leaving Jack. Come, the hour of 
tears is past. The angels await thee.”’ The medium in question 
is a lady of intelligence and culture and has proved herself 
incapable of fraud. Many of her communications were obtained 
by means of automatic writing, she being unconscious of what 
she wrote because she was at the time reading aloud a book 
(Les problemes des causes finaless by Sully Prudhomme & 
Richet) which needed special attention and understanding. Her 
reading was intelligent and she was afterwards able to repeat 
the substance of it accurately and understandingly.” 
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In view of Eusapia Palladino’s recent visit to this country, 
and the heated controversies raised by the seances she held here, 
it would perhaps be of interest to hear that Dr. Samona considers 
most of her manifestations as genuine. He acknowledges that 
she often resorts to fraud, but as a result of his experiments 
with her and others, he has come to the conclusion that the best 
mediumistic manifestations are mixed with that kind of fraud. 
In explanation of these frauds he adopts Dr. Ochorovic’s theory 
which I herewith subjoin. Dr. Samona had several private 
séances with Eusapia but was not satisfied and decided to bring 
her to Palermo and subject her to a systematic study. For 
this purpose he invited to join him, several professors of medicine 
and natural sciences, selecting men who had no preconceived 
ideas of spiritism. They were mostly incredulous of such 
phenomena. Eusapia was a guest at Dr. Samona’s house from 
July 2d to August 14th, 1902, and gave fourteen séances. He had 
therefore ample opportunities to observe her. The result of 
the experiments was published at the time in the Annales des 
Sciences Psychiques of Paris. 

The book makes very interesting reading and Dr Samona’s 
experiments and conclusions are a valuable addition to the testi- 
mony of the many other eminent men who are giving their 
attention to this the most fascinating of all the mysteries which 
the human mind is striving to solve. 


Opinion of Prof. Ochorovics on the subject of the frauds used by 
mediums. 


The frequent effort to release the hands is explained as 
follows: 

lst. Because of the pain in the head and consequent natural 
desire to touch it. 

2nd. Because immediately after the mediumistic dissociation 
the hands are hyperzsthetic and therefore the pressure of the 
controlling hand causes great pain, specially on the back of it 
where the controller's is placed. When conditions are good the 
process of dissociation is easy and the initial hyperzsthesia of 
short duration, so that both hands and feet can be controlled. 

3d. Because according to psychological laws the hand 
always moves automatically in the direction of our thoughts. 
The medium acts from auto-suggestion and the order to go toward 
the point determined is given by the brain to the dynamic hand 
and the hand of the body at the same time, these two hands being 
identical in the normal state. Therefore the act of approaching 
with the hand the object photographed on the brain, is only a 
reflex action, inevitable and instinctive as long as there are no 
obstacles. To arrest the hand one needs :—a mechanical obstacle 
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(the controller) or a psychic impediment: (The attention of 
the Medium when said Medium is sufficiently awake and excited). 

4th. Because aside from the initial hyperzsthesia of the 
skin, the process of dissociation, of physiological separation 
between the arm and its dynamism is accompained by pain and 
requires a certain increase of nervous force. When the medium 
is exhausted and when he acts with indifference, that is without 
any special effort of his somnambular will, he will release his 
hand in order to cheat and will seek to substitute fraud with all 


the ability he possesses because this will be less fatiguing and 
because it has been allowed. 


The Supreme Problem. An Examination of Historical Christianity 
from the Standpoint of Human Life and Experience in the Light of 


Psychical Phenomena. By J. Godfrey Raupert. Peter Paul and 
Son. Buffalo. 1910. 


This is a curious book. It is a mixed appeal for the Catholic 
religion and a criticism of psychic research, tho admitting all 
that psychic research started out to investigate. It even admits 
the conclusion of the spiritists before the Society does this. Both 
its premises and its arguments will excite the praise of many 
Catholics, the neglect of many Protestants, and the ridicule of 
all the sceptics. There will hardly be any common meeting 
ground for any of them. I understand that Dr. Raupert was 
once a Protestant and that, somewhat like Cardinal Newman, he 
went over to Catholicism as an escape from the duty to do his 
own thinking. He seems, however, unconsciously to have adopted 
methods of argument which imply this self-reliance tho careful 
to keep it entirely in the service of the authority which he ac- 
cepted in his passive conversion. 

The book is divided into two parts. ‘The first is on “ The 
Fall of Man” and the second on the “ Restoration of Man”. 
The author accepts the church doctrine of the Fall and Original 
Sin, tho he does not do the slightest thing to tell us what these 
are and | doubt if any sane man could tell us what they are, in 
spite of the fact that the story in Genesis is clear enough as it 
stands. But Dr. Raupert ‘does not ask us to believe that story! 
He accepts the authority of the Church! And this authority 
has no credentials except this story! He does not see that 
the very basis of his views is precisely the problem that has to 
be faced and discussed. He says he takes the existence of God 
for granted and that only unbalanced minds are atheists. This 
latter may be true or it may not be true. It all depends on what 
you mean by the term God. People will not frankly subject that 
idea to analysis and criticism to reduce it to its defencible con- 
ception. One man who passionately asserts his belief in God 
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and damns everybody who does not agree with him, holds such 
a conception of God as proves him the unbalanced mind. There 
is no reason why there might not be as many unbalanced atheists. 
But it is a cheap way to deal with the issue to refuse to prove 
the basis of your belief and to sit back and call those insane who 
wish to discuss it. If your religion can not defend itself in a bet- 
ter way than this it is not worth much, and Dr. Raupert ought 
to know this age well enough to see that it will insist on facts 
and arguments on all fundamental problems. 

But it is the relation of the work to psychic research that 
gives it the interest that calls for notice. While Dr. Raupert 
deplores the tendencies of the present age to take up Psychic 
phenomena he has not only done what he advises every one else 
to let alone, but he accepts the spiritistic theory without any 
evidence in its behalf. He believes that spirits influence the 
living and that the phenomena which the Societies for Psychical 
Research investigate are verifiable ones and that they give evi- 
dence for the existence of spirits. But he insists that they are 
evil spirits and that the whole business is the work of the Devil. 
He does not give us any evidence that there is a devil. He sup- 
poses that this is to be conceded on the authority of the Church. 
But where did the church get the idea? From the Bible. But 
Dr. Raupert in another passage, referring to the historical and 
and documentary evidence of religion says that “at best it is 
fallible and unsatisfactory ”. On this ground he appeals to the 
authority of the Church and then expects the reader to forget 
his first statement when he appeals to the documents in proof 
of that authority. But this by the way. The calling a thing the 
work of the Devil is only to beg the question and to change the 
issue. When you reject the evidence for the existence of certain 
specific discarnate spirits it will certainly be hard work to prove 
the existence of the Devil. And this age will exact the same 
kind of credentials for all its beliefs that it demands of the accuser 
in the civil courts. Dr. Raupert does not see that, if we followed 
his methods in our courts, we could soon destroy the human race. 
Authority that will not produce facts is doomed to defeat. 

Now Dr. Raupert denies that there has been adequate evidence 
for the identity of any spirit and yet he insists that the facts 
prove the existence of spirits. He forgets here that he did not 
require to appeal to facts of any kind. He had his ecclesiastical 
authority for a refuge. But he does, after all, concede more to 
science than his perpetual and Catonic spirit against it would 
justify. What I should insist on is that we have no evidence for 
spirits that do not prove identity. If we did not have to reckon 
with telepathy and secondary personality, both of which Dr. 
Raupert admits, we might well accept the existence of spirits 
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without demanding proof of personal identity ; for every phenom- 
ena of a supernormal sort would take us beyond our own per- 
sonality, as per the Cartesian standards of thought. But with 
these we could explain anything if the facts did not point to the 
identity of certain persons. It is precisely because the facts il- 
lustrate the identity of certain persons that they tend to limit the 
theories of telepathy and subconscious action, which depends on 
normal experience for its data. But deny this evidence and you 
have no ground upon which to stand for spirits. My contention 
is that you have to prove personal identity as a condition of 
proving independent intelligence. In a conversation with Dr. 
Raupert I insisted on this mode of approach and he admitted its 
force, but carefully evades the statement of the issue here. It 
would ruin the claim of the whole book to admit that. In this 
conversation alluded to, he admitted that he would have to fall 
back on the authority of the Church for his position after that, 
and I have no debate with that claim, as I neither accept nor re- 
spect authority of any kind whatever. I am willing to listen to 
it and if it can give a good reason for itself I am willing to be con- 
verted by this reasoning, but I do not surrender my own re- 
sponsibilities to any one. 

Dr. Raupert reports an interview with a certain man whose 
name he does not give. The details of the interview enable me 
to conjecture whom he means. After stating the substance of 
that interview as representing the desire to establish communica- 
tion with the dead he goes on to say :— 

“There seemed no room in that mind for any other possibility, 
and, as a consequence, the immense and largely admitted diffi- 
culties attending his theory were lightly brushed aside. When | 
urged that the moral aspect of the matter must necessarily enter 
into the consideration of the character and aim of the intelligence 
in question, and therefore be a determining agent in the interpre- 
tation of the phenomena, he replied that he had never studied the 
matter from this point of view, that the chief thing for him was to 
establish identity, and as a consequence, as he thought, man’s 
survival of physical death. It was evident that a keen personal 
desire to accomplish this dominated all the researchers of this 
student of psychical science, and that he constructed his theories 
accordingly. Some startling facts, however, which I was able to 
place before him, supported as they were by documentary evi- 
dence, gave him abundant pause for reflection and he ultimately 
begged me to supply him with material for a fuller and more in- 
timate study of the subject.” 

If I am right regarding the person interviewed here I would 
say that there is not one word of truth in this account. It is a 
pure illusion of the reporter. 
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1. The gentleman interviewed did not admit any difficulties 
with his theory. He discussed at length the difficulties of com- 
municating which he did admit, and Dr. Raupert on that occasion 
admitted that the theory for explaining them was legitimate and 
made it more difficult to defend the theory of evil spirits in the 
case. Not a single difficulty either with the theory or the prob- 
lem of explaining the difficulties of communicating was brushed 
aside lightly. The issue was faced squarely and no refutation of 
it attempted by Dr. Raupert. 

2. On the question of the moral character of the communi- 
cator the gentleman interviewed, assuming it was the person ap- 
parent, did not say that he had never studied this aspect of the 
problem. That was not the question. The issue was not 
whether the communications were to be believed, but whether 
they came from evil spirits. The gentleman did not say he 
had never studied this question. He said that he had never found 
the slightest evidence for their existence. He endeavored to 
show Dr. Raupert that, if the medium was in an abnormal con- 
dition and if the communicator was also more or less in a similar 
condition, with other difficulties, effects might take place which 
would be confused with evidence for evil spirits. Dr. Raupert 
admitted that this was a rational possibility. But he does not 
mention this in his account of the interview. 

3. <As to the “startling facts”’ put before him and “ sup- 
ported by documentary evidence ”, it should be said: (1) That no 
documentary evidence of any kind was put before the gentleman. 
He was shown some spirit photographs which could not be taken 
as evidence of any kind. Besides, as Dr. Raupert has said that 
“ documentary evidence” is “at its best fallible and unsatis- 
factory’ he has disqualified himself for appealing to it. (2) 
That the gentleman asked him to give the evidence for the ex- 
istence of evil spirits, not for studying the “ moral character” of 
communicators. That evidence has never been produced, and the 
gentleman in mind has never been able to obtain any scientific 
evidence for the conclusion maintained by Dr. Raupert. He is 
quite willing to be convinced, but he cannot get any person be- 
lieving in evil spirits to produce the alleged evidence. The doc- 
trine may be true, but he cannot be expected to believe it on the 
ipse dixits of any one, and ipse dixits is all that he seems to get. 

As an illustration of obsession and an evil spirit Dr. Raupert 
quotes one case, without mentioning names, with which I am 
myself familiar. JI have almost the entire record of it, the “ cross 
reference ” and all that is mentioned. It is certainly a very in- 
teresting case, but wholly insufficient to prove so large a belief 
as obsession. I do not object to that belief, but I should want 
more evidence than he produces here to establish it, tho impressed 
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with the facts on record. But the most important facts of the 
record Dr. Raupert suppresses. I do not feel at liberty myself to 
quote them. But I should not wish to use the case as evidence 
unless I could quote them. Garbled the case does seem to favor 
the existence of evil spirits, but it was not investigated suf- 
ficiently to come to any definite conclusion, even that we were 
dealing with spirits of any kind, much less with evil ones. 

There is no question that the problem of obsession has to be 
faced, but you will neither prove it to be a fact nor prevent its 
occurrence by running away from the facts or advising every- 
body to let the subject alone. The only way to ascertain whether 
it be a fact or not is to investigate the problem scientifically. 
No intelligent man will accept the authority of the Church, which 
at best was only the opinions of men less qualified to form a 
judgment than we are to-day. Any man who insists that the 
present shall be governed only by the opinions of the past as- 
sumes that there is no progress or the possibility of it in knowl- 
edge. 

It is clear throughout the book that the author has a very 
strong antagonism to science. He discusses his problem on the 
assumption that there is an irrevocable conflict between science 
and religion. This may be true. It will all depend upon your 
conception of religion. But if it be a fact that they are so it is 
certain that religion will suffer as much from science in the future 
as Dr. Raupert thinks it has in the present and past. To the 
present critic there is or should be no conflict between them and 
to him it is certain that science can supply the basis of religion, 
and this especially if it proves survival after death. Dr. Raupert 
wholly misunderstands what science is. It is simply an exami- 
nation of a cross section of evolution. Many of these cross sec- 
tions enables us to determine what is persistent and continuous. 
What is handed to us by tradition and authority always requires 
illustration and proof in the present if we are to have any reason 
to accept it at all, and on all other subjects Dr. Raupert expects 
to rely upon this method for determining the truth, and religion 
will have to adopt this for its creed or perish. The Christian 
religion is based upon certain alleged historical facts and they 
can be made credible only by showing that they are no exception 
to the course of evolution. Science is only the exaction of reason- 
able credentials for those facts, and if we can verify by present 
experience statements made in the past we may accept the past 
and its interpretations. Otherwise they mean nothing. Dr. 
Raupert relies on “human experience” and I am sure that he 
cannot make this intelligible unless he finds in the present the 
facts which will make allegation of the past credible. If religion 
has to depend wholly upon what some persons in the past have 
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said and cannot verify we are in a sorry fix. All that science does 
or can do is to establish certain laws of events as more or less 
constant, and in the matter of psychic research it seeks to see if 
there is evidence for survival after death. Its first task is to es- 
timate the claims of this alleged fact, and the question of the 
character of the soul in the next life is not its first problem. Es- 
pecially will it never insist that communications are to be be- 
lieved because they come from spirits. Dr. Raupert in accept- 
ing the Catholic Church and authority has put his mind where it 
desires to escape the task of doing its own thinking and then 
supposes that spirit communications have no value because they 
should be accepted and believed without using one’s own judg- 
ment and reason in them. Psychic research is not trying to find 
a revelation to be taken without criticism or verification. It is 
endeavoring to get a basis upon which intelligent and religious 
people can base a structure of ethics which can never rest on 
materialism. Dr. Raupert has no method of assaulting mater- 
ialism but blind faith in authority. He complains passionately 
that spiritism requires you to submit passively to its direction. 
He speaks of this as the most dangerous of mental states to cul- 
tivate. But he does not object to this passive state of mind when 
it comes to accepting the guidance of the Catholic Church. It 
all depends on whose ox is gored! It is very easy to pick out and 
garble cases in behalf of this position, but it is another to tell all 
the facts. Science will insist that it have all the facts or it will 
refuse the right to form a judgment or to teach the public without 
producing all the facts. But if a passive condition of mind in the 
study of spiritism be bad I am sure it will be no better in the 
study or acceptance of anything else. Besides if we are to advise 
rebellion in one field it is likely to break out in another. Teach 
a man to use his own will and reason in the matter of spirits and 
he will do the same about the authority of the Church, unless 
he is non compos mentis. 

There are some very good things in the volume. The ar- 
raignment of our materialistic civilization is very just. But I 
think the writer does not realize what it was that gave rise 
to the modern tendency to materialism. It was the revolt against 
a false idealism. From the beginning of Christianity men treated 
nature as a carnal thing while saying that it was the creation of 
the Divine Being whom they idealized. The antithesis between 
nature and God was set up and in a way to make it impossible 
to prove the existence of God from anything that occurred in 
the physical cosmos. But if it was the creation of the Divine it 
was necessary to find some expression of his character in it, and 
to do this men had to study the creation itself. It was in this 
material environment that men had to spend their lives and to 
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perform their duties. Their duties were determined by this en- 
vironment, and the false ideals of the medizval period had to be 
overcome. Either the Divine had to be sought in the present 
order or its character could not be determined with assurance at 
all. Hence Providence himself, to use the phraseology which 
will appeal to the religious mind, had to turn man in the direction 
of materialism to correct his illusions about the character of God. 
If the Divine exist at all we must expect to find its expression in 
the order which we ascribe to it, and here in the material cosmos 
we find the most patent evidence of it or of nothing. Materialism, 
then, came in to establish the unchangeableness of the basis of 
things, as against the conception of caprice, as suggested by the 
associations of miracles. I cannot, therefore, regard materialism 
as an unmixed evil. It may be abused like all other points of 
view, but it has its relative uses. Religion will have to incor- 
porate its meaning, and unless it can adjust itself to scientific 
truth it is destined to perish. 


JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


Puppets. A Work-a-Day Philosophy. By George Forbes. The 
Macmillan Company, New York. 1911. 


This is a combination of fiction and philosophy written as 
an episode in a vacation and a visit. The author has woven ideal- 
ism into the story and with it some speculations that are based 
upon telepathy and the reincarnation of the soul. It is all in 
perfectly plain English. It is not a story of facts except that 
much fiction is based on facts, but it makes a readable book. 
It solves no scientific problems and does not claim to do so, but 
it recognizes the value of a philosophy of some kind to each 
individual and shows up the attitude of mtnd toward it by many 
people who never heard of it. 


Three Thousand Years of Mental Healing. By George Barton 
Cutten, Ph.D. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 1911. 


It is not often that we think of the history of mental healing 
as extending beyond credible history into the region of fable, 
but Dr. Cutten has shown that it does so. It is important that 
this work should have been done in this way. The preface re- 
marks that the history of the subject over so long a period is 
given because so many people think it a new and original thing. 
If there is any phenomenon that exemplifies the maxim that there 
is nothing new under the sun it is mental healing, and it would 
benefit the scientific man as well as the layman to recognize the 
tact. 


Before taking up the development of the subject as it began 


























Book Reviews. 127 
with Mesmer and his followers the author calls attention to the 
phenomena in Greece and Egypt and then to relics and shrines, 
talismans, amulets, charms and the royal touch, all of them 
having no meaning except such as has always been associated 
with mental healing. 

The volume is confined strictly to the history of the phenom- 
ena and does not enter into any critical examination of the facts 
in the light of science or explanation. It would perhaps have 
required a much larger work and more familiarity with scien- 
tific theories to have undertaken the latter, and it might have 
affected the usefulness of the work to have thus implicated it 
in theoretical discussions. However that may be the history of 
the phenomena is presented with much impartiality and should 
serve a-useful purpose for laymen who have imagined that 
Christian Science and similar movements are new. 
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